
In Person: End of Life Death Reactions

KEOLDTH  End of Life Death Reactions Module

OVERVIEW

The End of Life Death Reactions Module focuses on the participant’s experiences

of spousal and parental death. It was first introduced as part of the 2005

telephone interview and has been almost exactly replicated for the 2010

collection wave. Data were collected in the following manner: 

     If the participant has experienced a spousal death since they were last 

     interviewed - whether that was during the 1994 or 2005 collection wave 

     - they will be asked a series of questions about the context of their 

     spouse’s death, including how much pain he/she was in during the last 

     week of life, how prominently a Durable Power of Attorney for Health 

     Care appointment or signed living will factored into his/her last week 

     of life, and the extent to which his/her stated wishes for end of life 

     care were followed. These are followed up with questions about if and 

     how the death of the participant’s spouse changed their health insurance 

     coverage or financial situation (through a life insurance settlement, 

     alteration in the compensation paid out by a pension or annuity, and so 

     forth). Participants who have experienced multiple spousal deaths since 

     last being interviewed will be asked to focus on the spouse who died 

     most recently. If the participant has not experienced a spousal death 

     since they were last interviewed, but reports a previously unrecorded 

     spousal death that occurred within the 10 years prior to their 2010 

     interview date, the same sequence of questions will be administered. In 

     these situations, the spousal death will have occurred before the 

     participant’s last interview. 

     

     If, on the other hand, the participant was interviewed during the 2005 

     collection wave, has not experienced a spousal death since then, but has 

     experienced a parental death, they will be asked about the context of 

     their parent’s death. The questions asked replicate those used to 

     capture experiences of spousal death, with the exception of questions 

     focusing on changes in health insurance coverage and finances, which are 

     omitted. If the participant was not interviewed during the 2005 

     collection wave, the same sequence of questions will be administered if 

     they have experienced a parental - but not spousal - death in the past 

     10 years. If the participant’s mother and father have both died since 

     they were interviewed in 2005, or within the past 10 years, they will be 

     asked to focus on their father’s death.  

Note that, if a participant has experienced both a spousal and parental death

since last being interviewed, they will only be asked about the death of their

spouse. Questions about parental death - if applicable - are only asked when

the participant has not also experienced a spousal death. The 2010 version of

the End of Life Death Reactions Module differs from its 2005 predecessor in

four major ways. First, a series of questions about the participant’s

behavioral and emotional reactions to recent spousal deaths (those occurring

within the 2 years prior to their interview) has been removed. Second, several

questions about the participant’s experiences of parental death have been

added. Specifically, these address providing care for a parent at the end of

life, their end of life levels of emotional distress, and the participant’s

perceptions of whether their parent experienced a "good death". Third, if a

participant has experienced a spousal or parental death in the past 6 months,
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we no longer refrain from asking them the end of life death reactions questions

(as was the case during the 2005 collection wave). Fourth and finally, we no

longer only focus on spousal deaths that have occurred within the 10 years

prior to the participant’s interview. For participant’s who were not

interviewed during the 2005 collection wave, questions will be asked about

spousal deaths occurring as far back as 1992 (the first year in which

interviews were conducted for the 1994 collection wave).    

See cor853 in Appendix U for variable creation details. 

BRIEF VARIABLE DESCRIPTIONS

    _____________________________________________________________________                 

    

    KELDSTAT-KELDREL:       Module-Level Status Variables.

    KY201REC-KY700REC:      Decedent Identification Variables 

                            (Relationship to Participant, Time Elapsed

                            Between Death and Interview Date)  

    

    KY218RE-KY234RE:        Circumstances Surrounding Spouse’s Death 

    

    KY235RE-KY258RE:        Changes in Participant’s Financial Situation

                            Due to Death of Spouse

                            

    KY401RE-KY419RE:        Circumstances Surrounding Parent’s Death

keldstat: Was the End of Life Death Reactions Module completed by

Participant alone, with help, or by proxy?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_eldproxy1, y_eldhelp0, capiproxy, y_proxy, y_ivwloc
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

1 R COMPLETED ALONE 1466 1668 3134 

2
R COMPLETED ALONE WITH SOMEONE ELSE IN THE 
ROOM

129 71 200 

3 R RECEIVED A LITTLE HELP 16 10 26 

4 R RECEIVED A LOT OF HELP 7 3 10 

5 HELPER RESPONDED TO ALL ITEMS 1 0 1 

Note: For many cases a participant’s spouse or other family member was present during the interview.
This sometimes resulted in the participant relying on the other person for help in answering some or many
of the questions. At the end of each module the interviewer indicated the amount of help the participant
received and who provided that help. That assessment is covered by codes 1 through 5. Additionally, a
code of 7 indicates that the entire interview was administered to a proxy while a code of 6 indicates that
this particular module was answered by a proxy but other modules were answered by the participant. 

keldrel: Relationship of End of Life Death Reactions Module helper or

proxy to Participant.

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KELDSTAT, y_eldproxy1, y_eldhelp0, y_eldhelp1, y_eldhelp2_hfn, y_eldhelp3,
y_h1fn-y_h4fn, y_pfn, prxyfnam, y_p1fn-y_p5fn, y_prel, prxyrel, y_p1rel-y_p5rel
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 1 0 1 

-2
Inappropriate
Inap, (Sampled skip or keldstat=1,2,-3)

1595 1739 3334 

0 SPOUSE 20 7 27 

2 BROTHER 0 2 2 

8 DAUGHTER 1 4 5 

41 ROMANTIC PARTNER 2 0 2 

Note: If this module was administered via proxy or if the participant received help answering the questions
in this module then we record the relationship of the proxy/helper to the participant. Although most
participants relied on only one helper or proxy for the interview, some had more than one. Thus the value
of the relationship code may vary across the modules. 

ky201rec: Whose death is the Participant answering questions about?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_deadsp1, y_deadsp10, y_deadmom, y_deaddad, y_ANYR, y_eoldck1
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (NO SPOUSAL OR PARENTAL
DEATH|SEE NOTE)

1326 1329 2655 

1 SPOUSE’S DEATH SINCE LAST INTV IN 200x 39 134 173 

2 SPOUSE’S DEATH SINCE LAST INTV IN 199x 17 30 47 

3
SPOUSE’S DEATH WITHIN PAST 10 YEARS, NOT
REPORTED IN 200x (SEE NOTE)

2 1 3 

4 FATHER’S DEATH SINCE LAST INTV IN 200x 47 46 93 

5 FATHER’S DEATH WITHIN PAST 10 YEARS 15 15 30 

6 MOTHER’S DEATH SINCE LAST INTV IN 200x 137 179 316 

7 MOTHER’S DEATH WITHIN PAST 10 YEARS 36 18 54 

Note: The End of Life Death Reactions module is only administered to participants for whom one of the
following conditions is met: (1) they have experienced a spousal death since they were last interviewed
(whether that was during the 1994 or 2005 collection wave); (2) they have not experienced a spousal death
since last being interviewed, but reported a previously unrecorded spousal death that occurred within the
10 years prior to their 2010 interview; (3) they have experienced a parental death since being interviewed
during the 2005 collection wave OR within the past 10 years for participants who weren’t interviewed in
2005. Participants who do not satisfy any of these conditions have been assigned a value of "-2" on
KY201REC, signifying inappropriate. If the participant experienced both a parental and spousal death
within one of the applicable time frames, they are only asked questions about their experiences related to
the spousal death. If multiple spousal deaths were experienced, the most recent will be selected as the
subject for questioning. If no spousal deaths were experienced, but both of the participant’s parents died
within an applicable time frame, their father’s death will be selected as the subject for questioning.
Otherwise, if no spousal deaths and only one parental death occurred, the lone parental death will be
selected as the subject for questioning. 
Note: During the 2005 collection wave, differential questions about the participant’s experiences of
spousal and parental death were administered depending on how much time had elapsed between the death
in question and the participant’s interview. As a result, this variable’s 2005 predecessor, CY201REC,
included such categories as "spouse’s death between 6 months and 2 years" and "spouse’s death between 2
years and 10 years." Moreover, no questions were asked about parental or spousal deaths that had occurred
within the 6 months preceding the participant’s interview date. For the 2010 collection wave, this
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restriction has been removed; all deaths occurring since the participant’s last interview or within the past
10 years are now treated as valid subjects for interviewing. Further, we have eliminated a set of questions
asked only to participants whose spouses had died less than 2 years, but more than 6 months, prior to their
interview. Because the same series of questions are now asked about all spousal deaths, the details on
when a death occurred relative to the participant’s interview date have been removed from KY201REC’s
value labels. 
Note: During the 2005 collection wave, variables were constructed indicating whether the participant’s
mother or father had died within the 10 years preceding their interview date (see CY204REC and
CY205REC). These have not been constructed for the 2010 collection wave. See the 2010 Parents Module
for information on the mortality status of the participant’s parents and the timing of their deaths, if
applicable. 

ky202rec: Spouse roster ID number of decedent Participant is being

interviewed about.

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_CINDEX, y_deadsp1, y_deadsp10

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

201 56 165 221 

202 2 0 2 

Note: If the participant is being interviewed about a spouse’s death (see KY201REC), that spouse’s roster
ID number is the subject of KY202REC and can be used to link all variables asked about them in this
module with other data collected specifically about them. If the participant is not being interviewed about
a spousal death, KY202REC has been assigned a value of "-2," signifying inappropriate. 
Note: This variable’s predecessor from the 2005 collection wave (see CY202REC) was titled "was the
deceased your first or second spouse?" Although KY202REC has a different title for the 2010 collection
wave, it still contains the same information as CY202REC. This can be observed by noting that the last
digit of a spouse’s roster ID number indexes its chronological position - from earliest to most recent -
among the marriages and/or cohabiting partnerships the participant has ever reported being in. Thus, if the
roster ID number ends with a "1," it represents the first marriage the participant ever reported being in
(their first spouse). Likewise, if it ends in "3," it represents the third marriage the participant ever reported
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being in (their third spouse), and so forth. 

ky700rec: Century-months elapsed between decedent’s death and

Participant’s 2010 interview.

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_CMDATE, y_spousecm, y_dadcm, y_momcm

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 8 10 18 

-2
Inappropriate
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC < 1)

1326 1329 2655 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 1 1 

0 - 16 61 81 142 

17 - 32 51 91 142 

33 - 47 65 77 142 

48 - 63 53 86 139 

64 - 211 55 77 132 

Note: Here, century-months represent the number of Gregorian calendar months elapsed between when
the decedent (the person whose death the participant is being interviewed about) died and when the
participant was interviewed for the 2010 collection wave. If the participant hasn’t experienced a parental
or spousal death since last being interviewed or within the past 10 years (see KY201REC for information
on how these time frames are applied), KY700REC has a value of "-2," signifying inappropriate. 
Note: The 2005 End of Life Death Reactions module featured separate variables for the timing of spousal
versus parental deaths relative to interview dates (see CY203REC and CY207REC, respectively). This
distinction is no longer made. Instead, KY700REC provides information on the timing of both spousal and
parental deaths relative to the participant’s 2010 interview. Data users can rely on KY201REC to
distinguish between spousal and parental deaths at KY700REC. 
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ky218re: Numeric component for ’How long before your spouse’s death

did you realize that he/she was soon going to die?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_was3_a

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 1 5 6 

0 NO WARNING - SUDDEN DEATH 15 38 53 

1 12 26 38 

2 9 20 29 

3 7 23 30 

4 4 4 8 

5 2 9 11 

6 4 19 23 

7 0 1 1 

8 0 3 3 

9 0 3 3 

10 0 6 6 

11 0 2 2 

12 0 1 1 
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13 0 1 1 

14 0 1 1 

15 0 1 1 

30 1 1 2 

33 1 0 1 

Note: If the participant’s answer included decimals or fractions, it has been rounded to the nearest 0.5. 

ky219re: Time units corresponding to numeric component for ’How long

before your spouse’s death did you realize that he/she was soon going to 

die?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_was3_a, y_was3_b

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
Inappropriate
INAPPROPRIATE (KY218RE < 1)

1579 1631 3210 

1 DAYS 11 34 45 

2 WEEKS 6 17 23 

3 MONTHS 17 49 66 

4 YEARS 6 21 27 

ky220sp: Where did your deceased spouse spend the last few days of

his/her life?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_was4, c_y_was4
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 6 5 11 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 1 1 

1 HOME (INCLUDING FAMILY MEMBER’S HOME) 24 63 87 

2 HOSPITAL 20 45 65 

3
HOSPITAL HOSPICE OR OTHER HOSPICE NOT 
IN-HOME

3 12 15 

4 IN-HOME HOSPICE 1 4 5 

5
NURSING HOME, ASSISTED LIVING, LONG-TERM 
CARE

4 33 37 

12 AT WORK OR WHILE WORKING 0 1 1 

ky221sp: During the last week of your deceased spouse’s life, how much

pain did he/she experience?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_was5
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 3 20 23 

1 NO PAIN 24 59 83 

2 SLIGHT PAIN 9 14 23 

3 MODERATE PAIN 9 43 52 

4 SEVERE PAIN 10 26 36 

5 NO PAIN, DEATH WAS SUDDEN 1 2 3 

ky222sp: Numeric component for ’How long before your spouse’s death

did he/she realize that he/she was soon going to die?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wbs1_a

- 11 -

Wisconsin Longitudinal Study Codebook 



Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 6 25 31 

0 NO WARNING - SUDDEN DEATH 13 37 50 

1 7 26 33 

2 7 13 20 

3 4 18 22 

4 4 5 9 

5 4 5 9 

6 5 9 14 

7 0 1 1 

8 0 1 1 

9 0 2 2 

10 0 3 3 

13 0 1 1 

14 0 1 1 

15 0 1 1 

20 1 0 1 

99 NOT COGNITIVELY AWARE 5 16 21 
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Note: If the participant’s answer included decimals or fractions, it has been rounded to the nearest 0.5. 

ky223sp: Time units corresponding to numeric component for ’How long

before your spouse’s death did he/she realize that he/she was soon going

to die?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wbs1_a, y_wbs1_b

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
Inappropriate
INAPPROPRIATE (KY222SP < 1 | KY222SP = 99)

1587 1666 3253 

1 DAYS 7 26 33 

2 WEEKS 5 12 17 

3 MONTHS 17 36 53 

4 YEARS 3 12 15 

ky224sp: Did you and your spouse ever talk about how you would deal

with being on your own once he/she was gone?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wbs3
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

1 YES 22 75 97 

2 NO 34 89 123 

ky225sp: Did your deceased spouse have a signed Durable Power of

Attorney for Health Care, naming someone who could make decisions

about his/her medical treatment?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wcs1
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 4 4 

1 YES 38 114 152 

2 NO 18 46 64 

ky726sp: Who held your deceased spouse’s Durable Power of Attorney

for Health Care?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wcs1, y_wcs1a, c_y_wcs1a
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF NON-SPOUSE PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY225SP != 1)

1581 1638 3219 

-1 DON’T KNOW 2 2 4 

1 SPOUSE 30 94 124 

3 BROTHER OR SISTER (INCLUDING IN-LAWS) 1 1 2 

11 MULTIPLE SONS 0 1 1 

14 CHILD/CHILD-IN-LAW/GRANDCHILD (M OR F) 5 10 15 

41 BROTHER-IN-LAW 0 1 1 

120 PHYSICIAN/HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL 0 1 1 

121 HOSPITAL/CLINIC 0 1 1 

132 ATTORNEY/LAWYER 0 2 2 

170
MULTIPLE: SPOUSE AND NON-RELATIVES
(HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL, HEALTHCARE
FACILITY, ATTORNEY)

0 1 1 

Note: Here, any codes referencing "spouse" signify the participant. 
Note: The codes used to construct KY726SP replicate those used to construct its predecessor from the
2005 collection wave, CY726SP. In many cases, however, the same codes have different values associated
with them across collection waves. 

ky227sp: What role did the Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care

appointment play in the last week of your deceased spouse’s life?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY225SP, y_wcs2
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY225SP != 1)

1581 1638 3219 

-1 DON’T KNOW 1 0 1 

1 IT HELPED A GREAT DEAL 11 37 48 

2 IT HELPED A LITTLE 3 12 15 

3 IT HAD NO EFFECT 19 65 84 

4 IT CAUSED SOME PROBLEMS 3 0 3 

5 IT CAUSED MAJOR PROBLEMS 1 0 1 

ky228sp: Did your deceased spouse have a signed Living Will, giving

directions for the kind of medical treatment he/she wanted?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wcs3
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 1 4 5 

1 YES 29 108 137 

2 NO 26 52 78 

ky229sp: What role did the Living Will play in the last week of your

deceased spouse’s life?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wcs3, y_wcs4
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY228SP != 1)

1590 1644 3234 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 1 1 

1 IT HELPED A GREAT DEAL 8 31 39 

2 IT HELPED A LITTLE 4 14 18 

3 IT HAD NO EFFECT 16 62 78 

4 IT CAUSED SOME PROBLEMS 1 0 1 

ky230sp: Was your deceased spouse able to make decisions in the last

week of his/her life?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wcs5
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 2 2 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 1 2 3 

1 YES 35 85 120 

2 NO 20 76 96 

ky231sp: Did your deceased spouse have specific wishes or plans about

the types of medical treatment he/she did or did not want while dying?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wcs6
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 3 3 

1 YES 36 102 138 

2 NO 20 59 79 

ky232sp: Did the doctor or medical staff who cared for your deceased

spouse speak to your spouse or you about making sure his/her care was

consistent with his/her previously stated wishes or plans about the types

of medical treatment he/she did or did not want while dying?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY231SP, y_wcs7
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 7 15 22 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY231SP != 1)

1583 1650 3233 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 4 4 

1 YES 25 69 94 

2 NO 3 12 15 

3 SUDDEN DEATH/INAP 1 2 3 

ky233sp: During that last week of your deceased spouse’s life, was there

any medical procedure or treatment that happened to your spouse that

was not consistent with his/her previously stated wishes or plans about

the types of medical treatment he/she did or did not want while dying?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY231SP, KY232SP, y_wcs8

- 22 -

Wisconsin Longitudinal Study Codebook 



Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY232SP != 1 OR 3)

1593 1681 3274 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 1 1 

1 YES 0 4 4 

2 NO 26 66 92 

ky234re: To pay the expenses associated with your deceased spouse’s

illness and death, did you have to sell assets, withdraw money that would

otherwise not be touched, get help from a relative, or do anything else

special to find the money?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wds2

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

1 YES 16 36 52 

2 NO 40 128 168 
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ky235re: Did any income you receive from retirement pensions or

annuities start, stop, or change because of your spouse’s death?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wds4

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 1 1 

1 YES 23 84 107 

2 NO 33 79 112 

ky236re: Did your pension or annuity stop, start, increase or decrease as

a result of your spouse’s death?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY235RE, y_wds5
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY235RE != 1)

1596 1668 3264 

-1 DON’T KNOW 1 5 6 

1 STOP 11 35 46 

2 START 4 9 13 

3 INCREASE 0 2 2 

4 DECREASE 7 33 40 

Note: If more than one pension or annuity was affected by the death of the participant’s spouse, they were
instructed to think of how the combined amount changed. 

ky237re: Numeric component for ’By how much did your total pension

or annuity income increase/decrease as a result of your spouse’s death?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY236RE, y_wds6_a
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY236RE != 3 OR 4)

1612 1717 3329 

-1 DON’T KNOW 1 8 9 

30 - 50 1 9 10 

75 - 500 0 6 6 

600 - 900 1 6 7 

1000 - 5000 0 6 6 

6000 - 40000 4 0 4 

Note: If the participant’s answer included decimals or fractions, it has been rounded to the nearest integer. 

ky238re: Units corresponding to numeric component for ’By how much

did your total pension or annuity income increase/decrease as a result of

your spouse’s death?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY237RE, y_wds6_a, y_wds6_b, c_y_wds6_b
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
Inappropriate
INAPPROPRIATE (KY237RE < 0)

1613 1725 3338 

1 PER MONTH 1 19 20 

2 PER YEAR 3 0 3 

3 AS A PERCENTAGE OF PAY 1 8 9 

4 AS A LUMP SUM 1 0 1 

ky239re: Did the type, cost, or coverage of your health insurance change

as a result of your spouse’s death?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wds7
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 1 5 6 

1 YES 16 45 61 

2 NO 39 114 153 

ky240rec: Total number of changes to Participant’s health insurance

type, cost, or coverage as a result of spouse’s death.

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY239RE, y_wds8_:a-f, c_y_wds8_:a-f
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY239RE != 1)

1603 1707 3310 

1 8 22 30 

2 6 15 21 

3 1 6 7 

4 1 1 2 

5 0 1 1 

ky241rec: Did you lose your health insurance plan as a result of your

spouse’s death?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY239RE, y_wds8_:a-f, c_y_wds8_:a-f

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY239RE != 1)

1603 1707 3310 

1 YES 3 5 8 

2 NO 13 40 53 
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ky242rec: Did you have to switch to an individual health insurance plan

as a result of your spouse’s death?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY239RE, y_wds8_:a-f, c_y_wds8_:a-f

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY239RE != 1)

1603 1707 3310 

1 YES 8 26 34 

2 NO 8 19 27 

ky243rec: Did the costs associated with your health insurance plan

change as a result of your spouse’s death?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY239RE, y_wds8_:a-f, c_y_wds8_:a-f
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY239RE != 1)

1603 1707 3310 

1 YES, COSTS BECAME HIGHER 3 10 13 

2 YES, COSTS BECAME LOWER 8 24 32 

3 NO, COSTS DID NOT CHANGE 5 11 16 

ky244rec: Did the services provided by your health insurance plan

change as a result of your spouse’s death?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY239RE, y_wds8_:a-f, c_y_wds8_:a-f

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY239RE != 1)

1603 1707 3310 

1 YES, FEWER SERVICES COVERED 0 3 3 

2 YES, MORE SERVICES COVERED 2 0 2 

3 NO, SERVICES COVERED DID NOT CHANGE 14 42 56 
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ky245re: What changed about your health insurance as a result of your

spouse’s death - first response?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY239RE, y_wds8_a, c_y_wds8_a

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY239RE != 1)

1603 1707 3310 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 1 1 

1 LOST HEALTH INSURANCE PLAN 1 5 6 

2 HAD TO SWITCH TO INDIVIDUAL PLAN 8 20 28 

3 COST BECAME HIGHER 3 4 7 

4 COST BECAME LOWER 4 12 16 

5 FEWER SERVICES COVERED 0 1 1 

10 SWITCHED TO COBRA 0 1 1 

11 GOT MEDICARE 0 1 1 

ky246re: What changed about your health insurance as a result of your

spouse’s death - second response?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY239RE, y_wds8_b, c_y_wds8_b
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY239RE != 1 | NO 2ND RESPONSE)

1611 1729 3340 

1 LOST HEALTH INSURANCE PLAN 2 0 2 

2 HAD TO SWITCH TO INDIVIDUAL PLAN 0 6 6 

3 COST BECAME HIGHER 0 3 3 

4 COST BECAME LOWER 4 12 16 

5 FEWER SERVICES COVERED 0 1 1 

6 MORE SERVICES COVERED 2 0 2 

7 MORE CHOICE OF PHYSICIANS 0 1 1 

ky247re: What changed about your health insurance as a result of your

spouse’s death - third response?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY239RE, y_wds8_c, c_y_wds8_c
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY239RE != 1 | NO 3RD RESPONSE)

1617 1744 3361 

2 HAD TO SWITCH TO INDIVIDUAL PLAN 0 1 1 

3 COST BECAME HIGHER 0 4 4 

4 COST BECAME LOWER 0 1 1 

5 FEWER SERVICES COVERED 0 1 1 

7 MORE CHOICE OF PHYSICIANS 2 0 2 

8 BECAME MORE CONVENIENT 0 1 1 

ky248re: What changed about your health insurance as a result of your

spouse’s death - fourth response?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY239RE, y_wds8_d, c_y_wds8_d
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY239RE != 1 | NO 4TH RESPONSE)

1618 1750 3368 

5 FEWER SERVICES COVERED 0 1 1 

8 BECAME MORE CONVENIENT 1 0 1 

12
CHANGED INSURANCE COMPANY, NO FURTHER 
SPECIFICATION

0 1 1 

ky249re: What changed about your health insurance as a result of your

spouse’s death - fifth response?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY239RE, y_wds8_e, c_y_wds8_e

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY239RE != 1 | NO 5TH RESPONSE)

1619 1751 3370 

12
CHANGED INSURANCE COMPANY, NO FURTHER 
SPECIFICATION

0 1 1 
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ky251sp: Not including Social Security or Railroad Retirement, when

your spouse died, was he/she receiving or eligible to receive an employer

provided pension?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wds9

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 3 3 

1 YES 10 79 89 

2 NO 46 82 128 

ky252re: Did you receive a lump sum settlement or do you expect to

receive a periodically paid survivor benefit from your deceased spouse’s 

pension?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY251SP, y_wds10, c_y_wds10
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY251SP != 1)

1609 1673 3282 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 1 1 

1 RECEIVED LUMP SUM SETTLEMENT 3 4 7 

2
EXPECT TO RECEIVE PERIODICALLY PAID SURVIVOR 
BENEFIT

4 49 53 

3
RECEIVED LUMP SUM SETTLEMENT AND ALSO PAID
SURVIVOR BENEFIT

0 2 2 

5 DID NOT RECEIVE ANY SETTLEMENT OR BENEFITS 3 18 21 

6 OTHER 0 4 4 

ky253re: Numeric component for ’How much does the lump sum

settlement or periodically paid survivor benefit from your deceased

spouse’s pension amount to?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY252RE, y_wds11_a
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-3 REFUSED 0 5 5 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY251SP != 1 | KY252RE = 5)

1612 1691 3303 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 10 10 

16 - 179 2 8 10 

200 - 475 1 9 10 

500 - 765 1 9 10 

770 - 1200 0 11 11 

1366 - 250000 3 9 12 

Note: If the participant’s answer included decimals or fractions, it has been rounded to the nearest integer. 

ky254re: Units corresponding to numeric component for ’How much

does the lump sum settlement or periodically paid survivor benefit from

your deceased spouse’s pension amount to?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY252RE, y_wds11_a, y_wds11_b, c_y_wds11_b
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
Inappropriate
INAPPROPRIATE (KY253RE < 0)

1612 1706 3318 

1 PER MONTH 4 42 46 

2 PER YEAR 0 1 1 

4 AS A LUMP SUM 3 3 6 

ky255re: Did you receive a life insurance settlement as a result of your

spouse’s death?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wds12

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 0 2 2 

1 YES 34 125 159 

2 NO 22 37 59 
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ky256re: How much did the life insurance settlement you received as a

result of your spouse’s death amount to?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY255RE, y_wds13

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-3 REFUSED 1 8 9 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY255RE != 1)

1585 1627 3212 

-1 DON’T KNOW 1 15 16 

200 - 5000 11 21 32 

6000 - 13000 7 19 26 

15000 - 28000 5 21 26 

30000 - 60000 5 22 27 

65000 - 300000 4 19 23 

Note: If the participant’s answer included decimals or fractions, it has been rounded to the nearest integer. 

ky257re: After your spouse’s death, how did your financial situation

change compared to when your spouse was alive?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wds14
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 2 2 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 1 1 2 

1 MUCH WORSE 4 11 15 

2 SOMEWHAT WORSE 10 64 74 

3 ABOUT THE SAME 28 65 93 

4 SOMEWHAT BETTER 11 16 27 

5 MUCH BETTER 2 6 8 

ky258re: After your spouse’s death, was your financial position at that

time about what you had expected?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wds15
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 2 0 2 

-3 REFUSED 0 2 2 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 1,2, OR 3)

1561 1587 3148 

-1 DON’T KNOW 1 2 3 

1 MUCH WORSE 6 9 15 

2 SOMEWHAT WORSE 8 28 36 

3 ABOUT THE SAME 33 93 126 

4 SOMEWHAT BETTER 6 16 22 

5 MUCH BETTER 2 8 10 

6 HAD NO EXPECTATIONS (VOLUNTEERED) 0 7 7 

ky401re: Numeric component for ’How long before your parent’s death

did you realize that he/she was going to die?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wap3_a
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 4,5,6, OR 7)

1384 1494 2878 

-1 DON’T KNOW 8 9 17 

0 NO WARNING - SUDDEN DEATH 42 43 85 

1 55 66 121 

2 51 49 100 

3 26 25 51 

4 7 11 18 

5 6 10 16 

6 30 25 55 

7 1 2 3 

8 1 3 4 

9 0 3 3 

10 4 6 10 

11 0 1 1 

18 1 2 3 

20 0 1 1 

24 1 0 1 

30 2 1 3 

Note: If the participant’s answer included decimals or fractions, it has been rounded to the nearest 0.5. 
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ky402re: Time units corresponding to numeric component for ’How long

before your parent’s death did you realize that he/she was going to die?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wap3_a, y_wap3_b

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
Inappropriate
INAPPROPRIATE (KY401RE < 1)

1434 1547 2981 

1 DAYS 33 43 76 

2 WEEKS 24 44 68 

3 MONTHS 79 81 160 

4 YEARS 49 37 86 

ky403pa: Where did your deceased parent spend the last few days of

his/her life?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wap4, c_y_wap4
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 6 6 12 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 4,5,6, OR 7)

1384 1494 2878 

1 HOME (INCLUDING FAMILY MEMBER’S HOME) 33 39 72 

2 HOSPITAL 31 38 69 

3
HOSPITAL HOSPICE OR OTHER HOSPICE NOT 
IN-HOME

15 14 29 

4 IN-HOME HOSPICE 4 5 9 

5
NURSING HOME, ASSISTED LIVING, LONG-TERM 
CARE

145 156 301 

10 OTHER 1 0 1 

ky404pa: During the last week of your deceased parent’s life, how much

pain did he/she experience?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wap5
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 4,5,6, OR 7)

1384 1494 2878 

-1 DON’T KNOW 25 25 50 

1 NO PAIN 78 108 186 

2 SLIGHT PAIN 40 47 87 

3 MODERATE PAIN 63 48 111 

4 SEVERE PAIN 29 29 58 

ky405pa: Numeric component for ’How long before your parent’s death

did he/she realize that he/she was going to die?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wbp1_a
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 4,5,6, OR 7)

1384 1494 2878 

-1 DON’T KNOW 54 57 111 

0 NO WARNING - SUDDEN DEATH 35 43 78 

1 34 44 78 

2 34 28 62 

3 18 21 39 

4 7 7 14 

5 3 6 9 

6 17 11 28 

8 1 0 1 

9 0 1 1 

10 2 5 7 

11 0 1 1 

15 0 1 1 

18 1 0 1 

30 1 2 3 

60 1 0 1 

85 1 0 1 

99 NOT COGNITIVELY AWARE 26 30 56 
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Note: If the participant’s answer included decimals or fractions, it has been rounded to the nearest 0.5. 

ky406pa: Time units corresponding to numeric component for ’How long

before your parent’s death did he/she realize that he/she was going to 

die?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wbp1_a, y_wbp1_b

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
Inappropriate
INAPPROPRIATE (KY405PA < 1 | KY405PA = 99)

1499 1625 3124 

1 DAYS 30 35 65 

2 WEEKS 26 38 64 

3 MONTHS 46 42 88 

4 YEARS 18 12 30 

ky407pa: Did your deceased parent have a signed Durable Power of

Attorney for Health Care, naming someone who could make decisions

about his/her medical treatment?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wcp1
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 0 1 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 4,5,6, OR 7)

1384 1494 2878 

-1 DON’T KNOW 27 15 42 

1 YES 178 227 405 

2 NO 30 15 45 

ky808pa: Who held the Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care for

your deceased parent?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY407PA, y_wcp1a, c_y_wcp1a

- 49 -

Wisconsin Longitudinal Study Codebook 



Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF NON-SPOUSE PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-3 REFUSED 1 0 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY407PA != 1)

1441 1525 2966 

-1 DON’T KNOW 2 0 2 

1 SPOUSE 7 9 16 

10 SON 65 1 66 

11 MULTIPLE SONS 1 0 1 

12 DAUGHTER 2 82 84 

13 MULTIPLE DAUGHTERS 1 6 7 

14 CHILD/CHILD-IN-LAW/GRANDCHILD (M OR F) 91 114 205 

15 MULTIPLE CHILDREN (GENDER UNSPECIFIED) 2 4 6 

16 MULTIPLE CHILDREN, MIXED SEX 3 2 5 

30 GRANDSON 0 1 1 

42 SON-IN-LAW 0 2 2 

46 STEPSON 1 0 1 

62 DAUGHTER-IN-LAW 1 1 2 

80 GRANDCHILD (GENDER UNSPECIFIED) 1 1 2 

120 PHYSICIAN/HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL 0 1 1 

132 ATTORNEY/LAWYER 0 2 2 

180 SOMEONE’S NAME, RELATIONSHIP UNKNOWN 0 1 1 

Note: The codes used to construct KY808PA replicate those used to construct its predecessor from the
2005 collection wave, CY808PA. In many cases, however, the same codes have different values
associated with them across collection waves. 
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ky409pa: What role did the Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care

appointment play in the last week of your deceased parent’s life?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY407PA, y_wcp2

Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-3 REFUSED 1 0 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY407PA != 1)

1441 1525 2966 

-1 DON’T KNOW 5 6 11 

1 IT HELPED A GREAT DEAL 50 84 134 

2 IT HELPED A LITTLE 15 25 40 

3 IT HAD NO EFFECT 106 108 214 

4 IT CAUSED SOME PROBLEMS 0 4 4 

5 IT CAUSED MAJOR PROBLEMS 1 0 1 

ky410pa: Did your deceased parent have a signed Living Will, giving

directions for the kind of medical treatment he/she wanted?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wcp3
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 0 1 1 

-3 REFUSED 1 0 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 4,5,6, OR 7)

1384 1494 2878 

-1 DON’T KNOW 32 26 58 

1 YES 134 178 312 

2 NO 68 53 121 

ky411pa: What role did the Living Will play in the last week of your

deceased parent’s life?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY410PA, y_wcp4
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY410PA != 1)

1485 1574 3059 

-1 DON’T KNOW 4 1 5 

1 IT HELPED A GREAT DEAL 45 69 114 

2 IT HELPED A LITTLE 11 19 30 

3 IT HAD NO EFFECT 74 88 162 

5 IT CAUSED MAJOR PROBLEMS 0 1 1 

ky412pa: Was your deceased parent able to make decisions during the

last week of his/her life?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wcp5
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 0 1 1 

-3 REFUSED 1 0 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 4,5,6, OR 7)

1384 1494 2878 

-1 DON’T KNOW 11 3 14 

1 YES 97 95 192 

2 NO 126 159 285 

ky413pa: Did your deceased parent have specific wishes or plans about

the types of medical treatment he/she did or did not want while dying?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wcp6
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 0 1 1 

-3 REFUSED 1 0 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 4,5,6, OR 7)

1384 1494 2878 

-1 DON’T KNOW 32 28 60 

1 YES 124 133 257 

2 NO 78 96 174 

ky414pa: During the last week of your deceased parent’s life, was there

any medical procedure or treatment that happened to your parent that

was not consistent with his/her previously stated wishes or plans about

the types of medical treatment he/she did or did not want while dying?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY413PA, y_wcp8
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY413PA != 1)

1495 1619 3114 

-1 DON’T KNOW 2 4 6 

1 YES 5 4 9 

2 NO 116 124 240 

3 SUDDEN DEATH/INAP 1 1 2 

ky415re: Did you provide care for your deceased parent at the end of

his/her life?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wdzz1
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 13 19 32 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 4,5,6, OR 7)

1384 1494 2878 

-1 DON’T KNOW 1 2 3 

1 YES 64 99 163 

2 NO 155 132 287 

3 SUDDEN DEATH/INAP 2 6 8 

ky416re: Numeric component for ’How often did you provide care for

your deceased parent at the end of his/her life?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY415RE, y_wdzz2_1
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-3 REFUSED 1 0 1 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY415RE != 1)

1555 1653 3208 

-1 DON’T KNOW 6 5 11 

0 NEVER 1 0 1 

1 - 3 14 25 39 

4 - 6 13 17 30 

7 - 14 10 25 35 

15 - 60 12 19 31 

70 - 365 7 8 15 

Note: If the participant’s answer included decimals or fractions, it has been rounded to the nearest 0.5. 

ky417re: Time units corresponding to numeric component for ’How

often did you provide care for your deceased parent at the end of his/her 

life?’

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, KY415RE, y_wdzz2_1, y_wdzz2_2, y_wdzz2_3
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 3 1 4 

-2
Inappropriate
INAPPROPRIATE (KY416RE < 1)

1563 1658 3221 

1 MINUTES PER HOUR 1 0 1 

2 MINUTES PER DAY 0 1 1 

6 HOURS PER DAY 11 23 34 

7 HOURS PER WEEK 5 6 11 

8 HOURS PER MONTH 1 0 1 

9 HOURS PER YEAR 0 1 1 

10 DAYS PER WEEK 12 32 44 

11 DAYS PER MONTH 1 8 9 

12 DAYS PER YEAR 14 12 26 

13 WEEKS PER MONTH 2 5 7 

14 WEEKS PER YEAR 2 1 3 

15 MONTHS PER YEAR 4 4 8 

ky418pa: During the last week of his/her life, how much emotional

distress did your deceased parent experience?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wdzz3
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 13 19 32 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 4,5,6, OR 7)

1384 1494 2878 

-1 DON’T KNOW 25 19 44 

1 NO DISTRESS 85 82 167 

2 A LITTLE DISTRESS 50 66 116 

3 MODERATE DISTRESS 35 44 79 

4 QUITE A BIT OF DISTRESS 15 15 30 

5 A LOT OF DISTRESS 12 13 25 

ky419re: In your opinion, did your deceased parent experience a ’good 

death’?

Data source: Sibling Participant or Proxy      Collected in: 2011      Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: KY201REC, y_wdzz5
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Frequencies 

Value Label Male Female Total 

. System missing - NR 2736 2510 5246 

-30 NOT PART OF MOSAQ 72 63 135 

-27 NOT ASKED OF PROXY 7 15 22 

-5 PARTIAL INTERVIEW 3 1 4 

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 13 19 32 

-2
INAPPROPRIATE
INAPPROPRIATE (KY201REC != 4,5,6, OR 7)

1384 1494 2878 

-1 DON’T KNOW 15 11 26 

1 YES 182 207 389 

2 NO 25 21 46 
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