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In Person: Interviewer Observations and Characteristics

JINTOBS Interviewer Observations and Characteristics Module
OVERVIEW

The interviewer observations module is new to the 2011 round of data
collection. It includes information regarding the participants, given by the
interviewer as well as information regarding the interviewers themselves.

Interviewers were asked to comment on different personality and behavioral
aspects of the participants, in addition to the location of the interview. If
the interview took place in the participant’s place of residence, the
interviewers were asked to assess the state of the building the participant
lived in, as well as the buildings surrounding the participant’s residence and
the neighborhood as a whole. Finally, the interviewer’s reported if the
participants made any comments during the interview about being enrolled or not
being enrolled in Medicare or Medicare Part A.

Data were also collected by the UW Survey Center containing information about
the interviewers themselves. The interviewers were asked about basic
demographic information including gender, birthdate, height, race & ethnicity.
They were also asked information specific to their experience as an
interviewer, including whether they conducted field or phone interviews, when
they started working for WLS as well as when they stopped and how many years of
experience they had in the survey research field before becoming an interviewer
for WLS.

BRIEF VARIABLE DESCRIPTIONS

Variable ranges reference dataset/codebook order and are not necessarily

alphabetical.

HA101RE-HA109RE: Interviewer’s Assessment and Observations
Regarding Participant’s Appearance and
Participation

HA110RE-HA11l1lRE: Information Regarding Location of Where
the Interview Took Place

HA112RE-HA118RE: Interviewer’s Assessment and Observations
Regarding Participant’s Building and the
Buildings Surrounding Participant

HA119RE: Indication Given by Participant of Enrollment
in Medicare or Medicare Part A

HA201RE: ID Number of Interviewer

HA203RE-HA204RE Demographic and Other Basic Information

HA207RE-HA208RE: About Interviewer
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HA205RE-HA206RE: Century-Month in Which Interviewer Started
and Stopped Working at W1S

HA209RE: Interviewer’s Prior Years of Experience

hal0lre: Interviewer’s assessment of participant’s cooperation.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 =~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_y2

Frequencies

Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349
-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 59 80 139
1 15 12 27
2 14 8 22
3 23 21 44
4 89 88 177
5 227 300 527
6 528 653 1181
7 VERY COOPERATIVE 1822 2029 3851

hal02re: Interviewer’s assessment of participant’s health.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011  Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_y2a



Value

Label
System missing - NR
NOT ASCERTAINED
POOR
FAIR
GOOD
VERY GOOD
EXCELLENT

Wisconsin Longitudinal Study Codebook

Male
2214
59
104
412
807
913
482

Frequencies

Female
2135
80

114
400
845
1237
515

Total
4349
139
218
812
1652
2150
997

hal03re: Interviewer’s assessment of participant’s grooming.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy
Source variables: y_y2b

Value

4

o

o N N W

10

Label
System missing - NR
NOT ASCERTAINED
LOWEST

HIGHEST

Male
2214
558

1

7

12
23
68
178
237
481
691
521

Collected in: 2011

Frequencies

Female
2135
699

1

3

10
26
55
175
255
531
777
659

Mode: In person & telephone

Total
4349
1257
2

10
22
49
123
353
492
1012
1468
1180
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hal03rea: Interviewer’s assessment of participant’s attractiveness.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy

Source variables: y_y2c

Value Label
System missing - NR

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED

0 LOWEST

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

10 HIGHEST

Male
2214
478

1

5

17
42
94
264
366
525
626
359

Collected in: 2011

Frequencies

Female
2135
590
2

4

17
53
108
261
391
615
624
526

Mode: In person & telephone

Total
4349
1068
3

9

34
95
202
525
757
1140
1250
885

halO4re: Was Interviewer concerned about participant’s future
participation in biological studies and measures of physical performance?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011

Source variables: y_y3

Mode: In person & telephone

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total
System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349
-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 60 81 141
1 YES 305 327 632
2 NO 2412 2783 5195
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hal0Sre: Was Interviewer concerned about participant’s future
participation in measures of cognitive performance?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_y4

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 74 96 170
1 YES 209 174 383
2 NO 2494 2921 5415

halO6re: Was the participant easily confused?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_y5

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 60 80 140
1 YES 158 175 333
2 NO 2559 2936 5495

hal07re: Was the participant distracted or easily disrupted?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_y6
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Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total
System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 60 81 141
1 YES 135 183 318
2 NO 2582 2927 5509

hal08re: Did the participant have any difficulty understanding or
hearing?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_y7

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total
System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 60 81 141
1 YES 441 275 716
2 NO 2276 2835 5111

hal09re: Did the participant contradict themselves or offer contradictory
information or facts often?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_y8

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total
System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349
-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 60 81 141
1 YES 140 169 309
2 NO 2577 2941 5518



hall0re: Where was the interview conducted?
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Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011
Source variables: y_in3, c_y_in3

Value

0 N N B

10
11
12
13

Label
System missing - NR
NOT ASCERTAINED
PARTICIPANT’S HOME
LIBRARY
CHURCH
PARK
RESTAURANT/COFFEE SHOP
PARTICIPANT’S PLACE OF WORK
HOME OF FRIEND/RELATIVE
HOTEL
COMMUNITY ROOM IN PLACE OF RESIDENCE
OTHER COMMUNITY BUILDING
OTHER BUSINESS
OTHER (RV,PRIVATE CLUB)
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED OVER PHONE

Mode: In person & telephone

Male
2214
535
2054
47

12
72
12

Frequencies
Female
2135
605
2443
59
6
2
11
22
12
4
6
15

halllre: Type of building interview was conducted in.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011
Source variables: y_in4, c_y_in4, y_indnew, c_y_in4new, HA110RE

Total
4349
1140
4497
106
10

7

23
94
24

9

15
27

Mode: In person & telephone
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Frequencies

Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349
-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 1 2 3
2 e ratione ) 73 s
| f)lgg]aiggl)\/HLY DWELLING (STAND ALONE HOUSE 17320 1936 3668
2 DUPLEX 32 58 90
3 APT OR CONDO BUILDING 172 285 457
4 MOBILE HOME 62 73 135
5 FARMHOUSE 21 23 44
6 RETIREMENT HOME/ASSISTED LIVING 13 37 50
7 TOWNHOUSE 17 25 42
3 OTHER (CONVENT, BUILDING WITH STOREFRONT, 4 4 3

ETC)

Note: This was only reported if the interview took place in the participant’s home.

hall2re: How well kept is the participant’s building?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy ~ Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_in5, c_y_in5, y_inSnew, HA110RE
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Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total
System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 19 21 40

2 ey P84
1 NOT AT ALL 10 6 16

2 31 24 55

3 107 110 217
4 194 168 362
5 426 531 957
6 667 822 1489
7 EXTREMELY 600 761 1361

Note: During fielding there was a change in how this question was asked. They were first open-ended
questions but then were switched to closed response. The open ended responses were assigned codes on a
scale of 1 to 7 by coders.

hall3re: How well kept are most of the buildings on the participant’s
street?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_in6, c_y_in6, y_in6bnew, HA110RE
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Frequencies

Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349
-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 19 21 40
2 ot iOne 1) P Ts
1 NOT AT ALL 7 3 10
2 17 14 31
3 43 58 101
4 149 167 316
5 405 518 923
6 851 959 1810
7 EXTREMELY 437 583 1020
8 COULD NOT TELL/NO OTHER BUILDINGS ON STREET 126 120 246

Note: During fielding there was a change in how this question was asked. They were first open-ended
questions but then were switched to closed response. The open ended responses were assigned codes on a
scale of 1 to 7 by coders.

halld4re: How clean is the participant’s building?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_in7, c_y_in7, y_in7new, HA110RE

-10 -
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Frequencies

Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349
-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 19 21 40
2 g el lore = 1) P s
1 NOT AT ALL 10 3 13
2 23 21 44
3 57 47 104
4 129 151 280
5 438 463 901
6 734 920 1654
7 EXTREMELY 640 812 1452
8 COULD NOT TELL/NO OTHER BUILDINGS ON STREET 4 5 9

Note: During fielding there was a change in how this question was asked. They were first open-ended
questions but then were switched to closed response. The open ended responses were assigned codes on a
scale of 1 to 7 by coders.

hallSre: How clean are most of the buildings on the participant’s street?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy ~ Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_in8, c_y_in8, y_in8new, HA110RE
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Frequencies

Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349
-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 19 22 41
2 ot iOne 1) P Ts
1 NOT AT ALL 7 3 10
2 9 9 18
3 17 16 33
4 60 74 134
5 252 335 587
6 979 1087 2066
7 EXTREMELY 654 831 1485
8 COULD NOT TELL/NO OTHER BUILDINGS ON STREET 57 66 123

Note: During fielding there was a change in how this question was asked. They were first open-ended
questions but then were switched to closed response. The open ended responses were assigned codes on a
scale of 1 to 7 by coders.

hallére: Did the interviewer feel concerned for their safety at the
interview location?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_in9

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total
System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349
-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 69 93 162
1 YES 28 22 50
2 NO 2680 3076 5756

-12-
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hal17re: Was there any evidence of smoking in the household?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_in11

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 742 770 1512
1 YES 114 95 209
2 NO 1921 2326 4247

hal18re: Did the interviewer see any evidence of drinking alcoholic
beverages in the household?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_in12

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 742 770 1512
1 YES 70 59 129
2 NO 1965 2362 4327

hall9re: Did participant make any comments saying he/she was not
enrolled in Medicare or that he/she was only enrolled in Medicare Part
A?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: In person & telephone
Source variables: y_medflg
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Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total
System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 872 987 1859
1 YES 62 40 102
2 NO 1843 2164 4007

ha201re: Interviewer ID.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: Telephone
Source variables: UWSC

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total
System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 8 2 10
100 - 114 628 682 1310
115-126 572 663 1235
127 - 142 560 726 1286
143 - 154 565 630 1195
155 - 2580 444 488 932

Note: For purposes of analysis, interviewer IDs were matched with the caseids that they interviewed.
Thus, the frequency table for this variable shows the number of cases that had an interviewer that fits the
criteria, not the number of interviewers themselves.

ha203re: Age of interviewer at time of interview.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: Telephone
Source variables: UWSC

-14 -



Value

4
20 - 31
32 - 50
51-56
57-62
63 -72

Label
System missing - NR
NOT ASCERTAINED

Male
2214
17
651
648
621
567
273
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Frequencies
Female Total
2135 4349
22 39
735 1386
763 1411
663 1284
725 1292
283 556

Note: For purposes of analysis, interviewer IDs were matched with the caseids that they interviewed.

Thus, the frequency table for this variable shows the number of cases that had an interviewer that fits the
criteria, not the number of interviewers themselves.
Note: The age of the interviewer was calculated based on the interviewer’s birthdate and the date the
interview took place.

ha204re: Gender of interviewer.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy
Source variables: UWSC

Value

Label
System missing - NR
NOT ASCERTAINED
MALE

FEMALE

Male
2214
17
576
2184

Female

2135
22
641
2528

Frequencies

Collected in: 2011  Mode: Telephone

Total
4349
39
1217
4712

Note: For purposes of analysis, interviewer IDs were matched with the caseids that they interviewed.
Thus, the frequency table for this variable shows the number of cases that had an interviewer that fits the
criteria, not the number of interviewers themselves.
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ha205re: Century-month interviewer started working at WLS.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: Telephone
Source variables: UWSC

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 17 22 39
1317 199 180 379
1318 117 104 221
1321 50 67 117
1323 2180 2566 4746
1327 208 245 453
1345 6 7 13

Note: For purposes of analysis, interviewer IDs were matched with the caseids that they interviewed.
Thus, the frequency table for this variable shows the number of cases that had an interviewer that fits the
criteria, not the number of interviewers themselves.

ha206re: Century-month interviewer stopped working at WLS.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: Telephone
Source variables: UWSC

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total
System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 17 22 39
1324 - 1339 695 734 1429
1341 - 1357 2065 2435 4500

Note: For purposes of analysis, interviewer IDs were matched with the caseids that they interviewed.
Thus, the frequency table for this variable shows the number of cases that had an interviewer that fits the
criteria, not the number of interviewers themselves.

-16 -
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ha207re: Race of interviewer.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: Telephone
Source variables: UWSC

Frequencies

Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349
-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 17 22 39
1 WHITE 2668 3072 5740
2 BLACK/AFRICAN AMERICAN 49 63 112
3 ASIAN 10 8 18
4 BLACK/AFRICAN AMERICAN & AMERICAN INDIAN 33 26 59

Note: For purposes of analysis, interviewer IDs were matched with the caseids that they interviewed.
Thus, the frequency table for this variable shows the number of cases that had an interviewer that fits the
criteria, not the number of interviewers themselves.

ha2(07rea: Is interviewer Hispanic or Latino?

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: Telephone
Source variables: UWSC

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total
System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349
1 YES 45 67 112
2 NO 2732 3124 5856

Note: For purposes of analysis, interviewer IDs were matched with the caseids that they interviewed.
Thus, the frequency table for this variable shows the number of cases that had an interviewer that fits the
criteria, not the number of interviewers themselves.
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ha208re: Height of interviewer in inches.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: Telephone
Source variables: UWSC

Frequencies
Value Label Male Female Total
System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349

-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 69 71 140
61 59 59 118
62 223 276 499
63 318 338 656
64 506 550 1056
65 454 612 1066
66 186 218 404
67 50 45 95
68 310 363 673
69 50 67 117
70 178 187 365
71 40 60 100
72 138 138 276
73 53 41 94
74 8 7 15
75 72 85 157
77 63 74 137

Note: For purposes of analysis, interviewer IDs were matched with the caseids that they interviewed.
Thus, the frequency table for this variable shows the number of cases that had an interviewer that fits the
criteria, not the number of interviewers themselves.

-18 -
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ha209re: Interviewer’s prior years of interviewing experience.

Data source: Graduate Participant or Proxy  Collected in: 2011 ~ Mode: Telephone
Source variables: UWSC

Frequencies

Value Label Male Female Total

System missing - NR 2214 2135 4349
-4 NOT ASCERTAINED 63 65 128
0 1492 1690 3182
1 133 124 257
2 214 259 473
3 259 333 592
4 62 78 140
5 29 37 66
6 105 112 217
10 146 181 327
11 50 67 117

99 LESS THAN ONE YEAR OF EXPERIENCE 224 245 469
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