HALC – Alcohol Module
	
OVERVIEW

This module contains data about the WLS graduate’s spouse experiences with alcohol.  The 80% sub-sample of respondents were given this module.  Respondents are only asked a subset of the questions that the WLS graduates are asked (see COR 849).  Respondents in this sub-sample were asked about their typical alcohol consumption and whether or not they had lived with a problem drinker.  To facilitate comparison, the variable names are equivalent to the WLS graduates except they begin with an ‘a’ rather than a ‘g’.

BRIEF VARIABLE DESCRIPTIONS


	au001re		Indicates whether spouse was in sub-sample

au025re – au029re	Typical alcohol consumption

au037re – au038re	Living with problem drinkers


CODING

There are no open ended questions in this module.

PROBLEMS

Calculating the number of drinks per month

One of the most common interviewer notes involved respondents giving a range of drinks or days or offering fractions of drinks.  For those cases who answered in fractions, their answer was rounded to the nearest whole drink.  The exception to this rule is for people who volunteered that they had less than one drink per day.  All of these cases, no matter if they rounded to one or zero, were assigned a value of 0.5 on AU027RE.  The cases who answered with a range of drinks or dates, were assigned a value of the mean of the range rounded to the nearest whole drink or day. If a respondent replied that they drank everyday in the last month, they were given a value of 31 days on AU026RE regardless of the month of interview.  This rule was also used for AU029RE - the number of days the respondent drank more than 5 drinks at a time. Respondents who reported that they only drank a small amount of wine at religious services were assigned zero drinks per day.

The rest of the questions

The great majority of the interviewer notes throughout the rest of the section just offer elaborations on the answer given and therefore do not affect the answers given.  Because most of this section consisted of yes/no answers about personal experiences, there were not a lot of changes I could make.  For don't know responses with interviewer notes, I listened to the audios and in some cases was able to enter a non-missing response when there was no doubt about the intended answer.  
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