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within the household. The more economically dependent a wife is on h

husband, the weaker will be her bargaining position within the hoy .
hold and thus the more inegalitarian the gender division of Evonmw-
expected to be. This would imply when wives are in more advanta M
n_.mm.m locations than their husbands, housework should be more macmm

&S%Q. Second, quite apart from sheer material resources mEEvN
differentials are likely to play a role in bargaining situation ﬁo@oﬁ: .
1985). To the extent that wives occupy lower status in the labor mow:
than their husbands, they are thus also likely to be in a Smm_Anm
bargaining position within the household. B

Taking these two issues together, leads to the following hypothesis:

I&mcmﬂm&m 4. Class bargaining power. In households in which the wife
Is in a more privileged class location than her husband she will
Jm<m greater relative bargaining power and thus her husband is
likely to do more housework. Households with middle-class

wives and working-class husbands are thus likely to be the most
egalitarian.

Autonomy of gender relations

O:.m of the core feminist theses about gender relations in capitalist
society is that they have a certain degree of real autonomy with respect
to other causal processes. On the one hand, this means that mmzmmm is
socially constructed rather than a mere expression of biological pro-
nmmmmm. On the other hand, it means that in the social processes 2%7.5
SEnT this construction takes place, gender is not reducible to any other
.moQ& phenomena, particularly class or the economy. While there may be
important causal interactions between class and gender, gender relations
are not mere functions of class or anything else, and in this sense the
have some genuine autonomy. ’
>w. :.:mznmmo: of relatively strong versions of the gender-autonom
thesis is that the amount of housework men do will be ﬁlea_%
determined by the nature of gender relations and gender struggles :om
by such things as class. While this does not mean that class would m&<m

no effects at all, these effects should be fairly m Thi
‘ ted.
following hypothesis: y mute is suggests the

I._\Now.rm.ma 5. Gender autonomy. The degree of equality in the gender
&SmE: of labor will not vary very much across households with
different class compositions.
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8.2 Results

As in the previous chapter, we will explore this problem comparatively
in Sweden and the United States. Sweden and the United States are
almost at opposite poles among developed capitalist countries in terms
of economic inequalities in general and the gender dimension of
inequality in particular. The Swedish state has poured much greater
resources into public childcare, paid parental Jeaves and other programs
which might impact on the gender division of labor within families. A
comparison of inequalities in housework in the two countries, therefore,
may give some insight into the extent to which this egalitarianism in the
public sphere is reflected in greater egalitarianism in the private sphere.

We will present the results in three steps. First, we will examine briefly
the overall distributions of housework in the two countries. This is
mainly to provide a background context for the rest of our analysis.
Second, we will examine the overall patterns of class variation in the
husband’s performance of housework. Finally, we will examine how
these patterns are affected when various other variables are included in
the analysis. In particular, we will be concerned to examine the effect of
including education in the equation, since it might be thought that what
at first looks like class differences in housework performance could in
fact be education differences.

Husband’s housework contributions: descriptive results

Our basic measure of husband’s contribution to housework is a weighted
average of five routine housework tasks (routine housecleaning, cooking,
meal cleanup, grocery shopping and laundry) and childcare. We also
calculated the measure excluding childcare, but none of the results were
substantively affected.? In the United States, according to our female
respondents, husbands in dual earner households performed on average
20.5% of the housework. According to our male respondents, their
contribution was 26.2%. In Sweden the corresponding figures are 25.1%
and 28.5%. These figures are very much in line with the estimates from
other studies, including those which used sophisticated time budgets to
calculate male contributions to housework. Most research indicates that
in families within which both husbands and wives are in the paid labor
force, men do between 20% and 30% of housework in the United States.

2 The details for the construction of this variable can be found in Wright (1997: 304-309).



