Criteria for Grading Papers*
Sociology 134

We will grade your papers on the following criteria:  

1. STRUCTURE

Begin your paper with a brief description of your thesis, which is a concise statement of your central argument.  Then build your argument in a series of well-structured paragraphs.  Each paragraph should have a topic sentence and 3-5 sentences that clearly support that topic sentence.  Each paragraph should explain ONE idea, not 3 or 4, and each paragraph should have a clear connection to the next (i.e., pay attention to transitions).  End with a strong conclusion that explains what your thesis states.  
2. EVIDENCE
Each paragraph should advance your argument.  Support your thesis with evidence from academic sources, always remembering to explain what your evidence means and offer specific insights.  

3. STYLE

Clarity comes from knowing what you mean and saying it plainly.  Do not try to write like a writer, write like a person who wants to be understood.  Write with active verbs, not the passive voice (e.g., do not start sentences with “It is…” or “There are…”).  Revise your paper to remove wordiness, redundancy, passive voice, and run-on sentences.  Also make sure that your grammar and spelling are correct.  Careless errors will lower your grade.  
4. ORIGINALITY

Although you can get a good grade (B) for a paper based on arguments presented in lectures or course readings, excellent papers (A) must offer more original insights and arguments.  Build on evidence and arguments from the course, but push your insights further.  
* Adapted from a handout written by Steve Kantrowitz, Sourcebook for Faculty and TAs





