Fertility, families, and households




                       
Soc 971

Divorce








            Week 6


Sara Moorman & Keuntae Kim

Trends

1.  Plateau in divorce rate
Provisional vital statistics for the United States, July 2005 (NCHS)
Divorces per 1000 total population, 12 months ending with July
Year

Rate

2005a

3.6


2004a

3.8


2003a

3.9


2002b

4.0

2001c

4.0
2000d

4.0
1999e

4.2
------

----

1990

4.7 (for comparison, with this funny denominator)

------

----

1981

5.3 (highest rate)

------

----

1971

3.7 (last time the rate was similar to 2005)
a2003, 2004, 2005: Divorce rates exclude data for California, Georgia, Hawaii, Indiana, Louisiana, and Minnesota in 2005; California, Georgia, Hawaii, Indiana, and Louisiana, in 2004; and California, Hawaii, Indiana, Louisiana, and Oklahoma in 2003.

b2002:  Divorce rates exclude data for California, Georgia, Hawaii, Indiana, Louisiana, and Oklahoma. Populations for these rates also exclude these States.
c2001:  Divorce rates exclude data for California, Hawaii, Indiana, Louisiana, and Oklahoma. Populations for these rates also exclude these States.
d2000:  Divorce rates exclude data for California, Indiana, Louisiana, and Oklahoma. Populations for these rates also exclude these States.

e1999:  Divorce rates exclude data for California, Colorado, Indiana, and Louisiana. Populations for these rates also exclude these States. 
Sources:
1999-2005:  <http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr54/nvsr54_11.pdf> and corresponding documents from July of 2004, 2003, 2002, and 2001.  There are also documents of final statistics for a year, but I chose the July reports to be comparable with the July 2005 report (the most recent available).  

1971-1990:  <http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/mvsr/supp/mv43_09s.pdf> 

2.  Women’s economic standing and contributions to the family
· Sayer & Bianchi:  the idea that specialization provides stability in marriages stems from Parsons and Durkheim in sociology and from Becker in economics, but specialization is a period effect.
· Davis (1984) brings together a number of historical sources to make the following argument:  There have always been gender divisions in the work husbands and wives do, largely due to physical facts (e.g., lactation, male strength).  In hunter and gatherer societies, while women didn’t hunt because of the constraints of children, women’s work produced most of the calories the family ate.  In agricultural societies, both husbands and wives worked at home and their work was different but integrated.  The Industrial Revolution separated husbands’ work and wives’ work spatially, and this change brought about the specialization pattern that Parsons/Durkheim/Becker discuss.  This pattern is collapsing because of the dependence it requires of women and the responsibility it requires of men.

Davis, K.  (1984).  Wives and work:  The sex role revolution and its consequences.  Population and Development Review, 10, 397-417.  

· Ferree (1990) notes that a) even when male breadwinners and female homemakers were most a part of the American ethos, these roles were available to only a select few (the rich), b) the work homemakers do—educating young children, health care, etc.—has economic value to the family, and c) the way official data collection agencies (e.g., the Census) define “employment” is socially (politically) constructed and leads to a miscount of employed women. 
Ferree, M. M.  (1990).  Beyond separate spheres:  Feminism and family research.  Journal of Marriage and the Family, 52, 866-884.  
3. Parental divorce and children’s disadvantages

· 40% of all children will experience parental divorce before reaching adulthood (Bumpass 1990)

· Remarriage following divorce: nearly 50% of current marriage involve second or higher marriages for one or both of partners; Greater risk of divorce for second or higher marriages than the first marriage (Amato 2000)

· Sigle-Rushton et al. (2005): reported significant association between parental divorce and children’s poor academic performances and behavioral problems in their adult ages. And the association changed little over 12 years in Britain.
· Cherlin et al. (1995): children whose parents divorced are more likely to leave home due to friction, cohabit, and have a birth outside of marriage
4. Divorce and women’s well-being

· Marital disruption is major source of growth of mother-only families (Bianchi & Spain 1986), and 50% of mother-only families live in poverty (U.S.Census 1988)
· After divorce women increase their income dramatically to 75% to men’s earnings (White), 85% (Blacks), and 88% (Hispanics)
· Women are significantly worse off than men on economic status measures: When men and women have similar per capita income before marital disruption, women ‘s incomes are 55-66% of males’ income after divorce or separation (Smock 1994)
