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· Implications of Family Changes  (Why should we care?)
· Institutional Interaction

As an institution, the family is shaped by economy, social norms, and law. 

“I believe that he could make an even stronger case for concern if he ventured beyond his focus on the family as an institution and examined in more detail the widespread incidence of violence, drug abuse, mental illness, general emotional dysregulation, and loneliness that constitute that the daily lives of too many adults and children in contemporary American families. (Cowan, 1993)”

Problems on family are should be understood in broad structural context

· Children’s wellbeing 

“Substantial evidence suggests that the quality of life for many of America’s children has declined (Popenoe, 1993).”

(1) Living arrangement: 

· About half of today’s young children will spend some time in a single-parent family, most as a consequence of divorce;

· This is not simply a transitional phase between first and second families: the majority will remain in a mother-only family for the remainder of their childhood (Bumpass, 1990);

(2) Psychological distress (Controversial issue)

· Psychological distress results from parents’ divorce (Bumpass 1990; Popenoe, 1993).

· It’s not the loss of a parent, but a hostile emotional environment preceding this loss that causes most of the emotional damage to the children (Stacy, 1993)

(3) Children’s poverty
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Source: Iceland et al. 1999. “Are Children Worse Off? Evaluating Child Well-Being Using a New (and Improved) Measure of Poverty.”
http://www.census.gov/hhes/poverty/povmeas/papers/iceland/john.html
· Marked increase in poverty for children (Bumpass,1990)

· High poverty rates 

Children in single-mother families have much higher poverty rates than children in two-parent families, even some countries provide substantial financial support for the children. (Mclanahan, 2004)

· Growing disparity on resources gains among single-mother family

The demographic behaviors associated with the greatest gains in children’s resources were concentrated among the most-educated parents, while the behavior associated with the fewest gains (or absolute losses) were concentrated among the least-educated parents.(Mclanahan, 2004)

      Here, resources refer to parent’s time and money.

· Children are economically fall behind others because income to the great majority of households is not shared with children, resulting from decreasing households with children.(Popenoe, 1993) 

(4) Negative effect on children due to father absence and unstable union

· Substantial negative impacts on children’s educational attainment and their own family and fertility histories. (Bumpass1990)

· Nonresident fathers are less likely to bond with children; (Mclanahan, 2004) (Popenoe, 1993)

· Father absence reduces children’ access to social capital; (Mclanahan, 2004)

· Low contact between fathers and children reduces altruism. (Mclanahan, 2004)

· Children of broken homes, compared with the children of intact families, have a much higher chance as adults of having unstable marriage of their own. (Popenoe, 1993)

(5) Quality of parenting

· Working mother

Complex work schedules often compete with potential family time (Bumpass, 1990)

 It kept a controversy whether the employment of mother of young children is harmful to the children. 1/3 agree, 3/1 disagree or uncertain at 1990s.(Bumpass,1990)

· The quality of parenting is lower for children of unmarried parents. For  example, breast-feeding and language stimulation are less common, whereas harsh parenting is more common (Maclanahan 2004)

· Adults’ wellbeing

         Bumpass(1990)

· Marital stability and quality;

· Women in poverty;

· Inequality may lead to social isolation, which in turn may have negative feedback effects. “less attainable mate” for the low strata women (Mclanahan, 2004)
· high levels of father absence are likely to be a sign of social disorganization and isolation (Mclanahan, 2004)

· Research Implication

· Difficulty of measurement (i.e. cohabitation)

· “All of us who study families and how turn to empirical data on families to support our conclusions about contemporary family life need to make certain that the research study we do – the questions we ask and the methods we use – adequately address the complexity of contemporary family life (Cowan, 1993).”

· Policy implications

“Commit major resources to prevent further deterioration of our economic competitiveness and bolster human capital of next generations. Such as adequate health insurance, quality day care, and a family income floor for all children.” (Bumpass, 1990)
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