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GPSY -- Psychological Well-Being (PWB) Module

                      Graduate Instrument 2004, Phone
OVERVIEW

The purpose of the PWB variables for the 2004 phone administration is purely methodological.  In 1992 we found that the PWB phone items had unexpected bimodal distributions and confirmatory factor analyses of these items was not consistent with that of analyses done on mail items in the WLS, MIDUS or NSFH. 

In 1992 the PWB items were asked using an unfolding technique—meaning that respondents were first asked whether they agreed or disagreed with each statement and then were asked a follow-up question about whether they (dis)agreed strongly, moderately or slightly.  With only the 1992 data we don’t know whether the unfolding technique or the phone administration is driving the anomalous results.  Our PWB module in 2004 is designed to answer this question because respondents will not be given the unfolding technique, but rather will be asked to choose from the following list of response categories: strongly agree, moderately agree, slightly agree, slightly disagree, moderately disagree, or strongly disagree.  This module is being given to an 80% subsample of replicate 3.
Also, in 1992, the first 12 of the individual PWB items were on the phone instrument and the last 6 were part of the mail instrument.  In 2004, all 18 individual items are on the telephone instrument, so new phone variables have been created for the last 6.  (NOTE:  There is also a completely separate set of PWB items on the 2003 mail instrument which are not part of the current methodological study.  Researchers wishing to use measures of psychological well-being should use these mail items.  The mail PWB items have been given to all replicates, unlike the telephone PWB items, which are given only to replicate 3.)
   The following types of variables are included in this module:

a. Variable for whether the person was included in the PWB sample (n=1)

b. Constructed variables with the total PWB score for each PWB sub-dimension (n=6)

c. Constructed variables detailing how many items were answered for each PWB sub-dimension (n=6)

d. Constructed variable with the total PWB score (n=1)

e. Constructed variable detailing how many PWB items were answered (n=1)

f. Individual PWB items (n=18)

BRIEF VARIABLE DESCRIPTIONS

gn101RE            Sample selection flag.

gn102red,gn103red  Total score for autonomy and number of 



  autonomy questions answered.

gn104red,gn105red  Total score for environmental mastery and 



  number of environmental mastery questions 

                 answered.

gn106red,gn107red  Total score for personal growth and number of

                   personal growth questions answered.

gn108red,gn109red  Total score for positive relations with others

                   and number of positive relations questions 
                   answered.

gn110red,gn111red  Total score for purpose in life and number of

                   purpose in life questions answered.

gn112red,gn113red  Total score for self-acceptance and number of

                   self-acceptance questions answered.

gn114red,gn115red  Total score for psychological well-being

                   and number of psychological well-being 
                   questions answered.

gn116rec-gn133rec  Individual questions for the psychological 
                   well-being scale.

CODING

We changed the variable names from the 1992 wave in the following ways:

a. Replaced ‘r’ with  ‘g’ at the start of each name.

b. Because we are not using the unfolding  technique, and therefore don’t need to construct the score for each item, all variables that ended in ‘c’ for constructed in 1992 are currently named without a ‘c’ and all variables ending with ‘d’ now end with a ‘c’.

c. We changed the first number from “0” to “1”—-for example from rn001re to gn101re—-to indicate that the variables are different from the 1992 round.

We also changed the value labels to reflect that fact that we now have a six-point scale rather than a seven-point scale.  

Note that, as agreed upon for all 2004 modules, when missing data in simple variables prevented us from creating constructed variables, those constructed variables are set to “-2 INAPPROPRIATE”.  
PROBLEMS

No problems were experienced in the creation of these variables.

PEOPLE

Hanna Grol-Prokopczyk checked notes, wrote variable creation code, and wrote this COR in consultation with Kristen Springer.

Kristen Springer helped write this COR, came up with the idea for this methodological project, and consulted Hanna throughout.
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