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BY ANDREA ROTTMANN

n Februwary 23, 1982, Wisconsin became the firse 1S
seate to protect leshians ardd gay men from discrimination
in employment, housing, and pubbic accommodanons. Tn
Lhe 10811982 legislative session, the nondiscrimination bill passed
Lot houses of the state legaslature wath bipartisan support, When
Bepublican governor Lee Sherman Drevius added his signature
the bill, it became Wisconsin law and added sexual orientation w
the s of exisong nondiscriminagon caegores mchicing polincal
ar religions opinion or affiliation, age, sex, handicap. race. color,
national o Egirl, andl an L'.‘\‘III:\\.'.I
Until Massachusetts passed a sinlar ball e 1989, the Badger
State remained the only state with a nondiserimination law for gay
men and wornen.” As of Augost 2005, only owentv-one states and
the Dhismice of Colombia have olowed suic b Joly 2015, several
US senators (incluoding Tamnw Baldwing mtraduced the Eguality
Act, bederal lx:g’i'—ﬂﬂli-ﬂj that wonld ]:-t'r;]LihiI discrimination lased
ot an indbdadual’s sexnal ortentamnon or gender dentity, bat thers
is carrently no federal law.® Wisconsin thus stands out in the ame
line of the expansion of rights o gay people. Who and what made
the bnll's passage possible ar a dme beter known foe the rise of the
redigions right and 2 datonal backlash agains gay righs? In the
Wisconsin casge, I'::thltl worked i [avor ul'ujflf-.-' li_|_';|'|[.f-. rather than
i opposition o them, The state had a wadinon of religions socal
activism combined with determmed advocates fir gay and leshian
rights msicle and owside a state legistaiore characierized by hipai-
tisan collaboranon,

Civil Rights and Gay Rights: First
Efforts in the State Legislature

In 19G7, the state of Wisconsing like almost all other US starcs,
regarded homoesexuals as criminals® Wisconsin's statutes detailed
the st of probibiced sesual acovides punishable by foes or jail ame:
“Fornication,” or sex out of wedlock, “Sexual perversion,” which
included anal and oral dex and se=x with an animal: and “Lewd and
lasendons belumaourn,” which meluded the cohabitaton of nimarried
partiers “under circumstances that oply scxual ntercourse,”™ Sinee
the law did not specify thegender of those engaged inthe activioes, i
applicd novonly wgay people, bt also w seeaigh and even marsed,
couples.” The Liws were still enfireed, it not on a regular basis. For
instance, a 197% ~'-I||<l'}-' comncached '||'_.-' Professor Marthia Fineman of
the Urniversity of Wisconsn Law School found that there had been
ninety progceutions for cohabitadgon in all of Wisconsn in the period
Crom 9735 o 197495

Governar Lee sherman Dreyfus signs the nondiscrimination bill Into law as

activist Leon Rouse (left) and State Representative David Clarenbach (right)
lookon.
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State Assemblyman Lioyd Barbee poses infront of the Wisconsin state
capitolin 1968 Barbee introduced a bill to decriminalize sexual rela-
tions between consenting adults in 1967 and, though It did not pass,
continued to advocate forit, reintroducing the draft Bill in 1969, 19771,
and 1973,

Lloyd Barbee, the ARican American lawyver and state
representative who led the decadeslong hght o desegregate
Mibwaukes’s public school system, was the hiest legislator o chal-
lenee Wisconsin's sex laws, A civil nghes advocate commiiged
oy social qustice and personal feedom tor evervone. Barbee
first mtroduced a Bl o deeriminalize all sexual relatons of
congenting adults in 19677 The Lill did not pass, bat he reintro-
duced e 1969, 1971, and 1973, gaming significant support in
each session. " Askid about his motivation to change sex laws in
a 71 radio interview, he explained, “F think sex s esseoially
personial and should be weated thar way. © 2. The state has oo
husiness proseribing sexual activites of parties who will consenit
tiy them," !

P PALTSET A 0 1 i R

THORA THE AR CERSRTAENT, LIKSERSITY
O3 WSCEHTS I R WA IKEE LIRS TIES

Pins from the 19805 supperting gay and lesbian activists

Barbee's ellrts to change the state’s sex laws came at a
time when gay people in Wisconsin and around the United
States began o demand freedom from prosecuton and
discrimination more visibly than ever before. Gay peaple had
been orgamzing in the homoplile movenment since he 19505,
ccducating the public about homosexualiey and working for
legal change. In Chicagn, a chapter of the Mattachine Srﬁ'i::r}-‘.
a homosexnal rights organizanon with small branches in cites
aroun the conntry, had existed since 19635, Ln 1969, a police
raid on @ New York bar, the Swnewall Inn in Greenwich
Village, catapulicd gay activism in a new, more confronta-
tinnal direction and made i g visble actor 1 local, state, and
naticnal polites. Gay, lesbian, and transgender patrons of the
bar resisted the raid, and coverage of the eventand the ensuing
riots mobilized thousands of gay people across the connmy
join the movermnent, In Wisconsin, gav and leshian groups
were founded in 1969 in Madison and in 1970 in Milwaukee, '
Barbee was n touch with some of the orgamzations. He asked
members of Midwest Matachine fir their opinion on his 1971
sex reform Bill and he actively supporied Milwankee's Gay
People's Union by dismributing their publicanon, the GPL
News, o members of the state assembly and senate.

Apart from making homosexuality legal, protecring gays
and lesbians from diseriminanon in employment, housing, and
public accommndations was ene of the central demands of the
gay tights movement. In the early 19705, gay and civil righs
groups 1 Wisconsin began o challenge discriminatory prac-
tices. They documented instances of discrimimation in employ--
ment in Wisconsin, bringing the isdue to the atention of the
press.® In the state ir:gi:-;.]murl:. Lleyd Barbee mtrodaced the
first ball to ban discrinunanon on the basis of sexual orenta-
vonin 1971 Fosonght woamend Wiseonsin's “fair employrment
statutes by probibitng discriminaton based on an individual’s
sexual conduct, practices or preferences.”®

When Barbes Jefi the legislature in 1976, his work for sex
law reform and nondiscrimination legislanon was taken over
b freshman legslaer Davad Clarenbach. At just twenty-onne
years old, Glarenbach was already a pelitical veteran. having
served o boath the Dane Gouney Board of Supervisors and
the Madison City Couneil." During their one mumal legis-
lative session, Barbee and Clarenbach worked together on a

wisconsinhistory.org


http://wisconsinhistory.org

WISOONSIN MAGAZINE OF HIRTORY

sweeping sexual reform bill thar, among 2

other things, sought 1o repeal obscenity, & h-r, &
aborticn, and prostitution laws, abolish £ *'LL; =Y
friminal sanctions against consensual sex § 0T e

acts. and introduce same-sex marnage,”
Clarenbach also arempted o have “sexual
preference” included a5 o nondiscrimi-
mation category i oan open housing bill.
Although neither effort succeeded, both

"When the honosexials burn

ANITA BRYANT MINISTRIES, INC
Post Olfice Dow Al
Heall o, Fiow ol 33027

got press coverage—enough 10 simulare

Elie Holy Bible 3in pubiie. ..

a public discussion on whether, and how,
Wiscomsin's sex laws and nondiscrimina-

how can I stand by sdlsncly®

ton policies ought 1o be changed. Clar-
enbach confinued working on hoth bills

Dear Friend:

1 don't hate the honosaxuals!

thronghout the 1970s, He focused his effores
on the sex law reform bill, building suppor
by taking oul the most radical chianges and
reducing the hill's content o noneomes-
rial, consenting sex berween adulis, Each
time he inmroduced the hill, it lost by a
smaller margin, The nondiseriminaton bill,
however, appeared more controversial to
Clarenbach, He believed that there would
“he only ene chance to bring the bill up
for debate and fora wote™ Uil he could
e certain he had the votes necessiary fear
passage, he kept the bill in committee, !

Then, when the militant homoeexuale lost the public vote
in Dade County, thelr friende in New England burned the Holy

Leon Rouse Organizes Bible!
Clergy for Gay Rights

Ag the 1970z came to a elose, the twio gay

But as a mother, 1 must protect my chilgﬁn from thelr avil
infivance ;

Apd 1 am sure you have hssrd abiowt my fight heee in bade
County, Florida == mpd nakienwida —— far Eha rights of =y “childran
and yours.

Bubt T had no idea my speaking out woold lead te such frighten-
ing consgguences:

oo n ily perssecution at thé bands of militant homasexyal
HEoupE.

<o this attempted blacklisting of my career.
«oeonstant bitter threats to shut me up for good:

vealigguided individuals hounding me and my family —
e¥en when we g0 to church.

All this, because T &tood up for sy children — as a mothar -
ag- an Amerlcan -—— as a Christian.

And now therd im a group that wonks &0 produce a motion

and leshian rights issues were stalled i the
legislature. The consenting adults bill was
defeated repeatedly. and the nondiserimi-
nation bill was not voted on, which frustated the leshian and
eay communities. The swift progress that gay rights inidatives
hiad made i many cites aronnd the conniry in the early- o
mid-seventies, where local ordinances had been passed agains
diserimination and openly gay and leshian candudates had
been clocted to public office, swopped abrpely i 1977, when
popular singer Anita Bryant and her husband Bob Green
launched a repeal drive against the local gay righis ordi-
nanee in Dade Gounty, Florda, Bryant and Green headed
a religions coalition called Save Our Children, which wag
made up of Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish representatives—
the first time that opposition w a gay nghts ordinance was
framed strongly in religious terms.®™ T the June 1977 repeal
referendum, veeers rejected the ordinance by almost 70w
30 percenit. ™ With national media casting the referendum as
Y ernedal rese of whether the country was walling 10 extend
civil rights legislation to homosexuals,” as Newsweek put it
the defear was crushing.™ Subsequent repeal doves around

A mailing from Anita Bryant Mintstries displays the acrimony between the former beauty
gueen and gay rights advocates,

the country showed the fragility of gay righs achievements,
Especially ghtening to gay people in Wisconsin was the fact
that voters i Saint Faul, Minnesota, a state very similar o
Wisconsin in its politcal and religions make-up, repealed the
cily’s gay rights ordinance ® Bt despate taking away many af
the accomplishments that gays and leshians had aclaeved at
this point, Bryani had also dene a service 1o the gay righis
movement: she had inadvertently become is biggest recruiter,
Her campaign gave an encrmeous push o gay organizing
across the country. and in Wisconsin, she inspired a voung gay
Milwaukeean o become poligeally active.

On the night of the Florida vote, University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee student Leon Rovse warched Anita Bryant cele-
brate her sictory on the oews, Pounding on her podivm,
she proclanmed “The ‘normal” majority have said, "Enough!
Enough! Enough!™ When he later recalled that night in an
interview, Ronse said: “Those were the words that gon me o
action.™ Anita Bryant had recruted the man whose chuarch-

WINTER 2015- 2016
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Dau.id-tiarenbad': and many others endorsed this fundraising party for activists attempting to counter
Anita Bryant's campalgn to repeal a gay rights erdinance in Dade County, Florida,

based activism would resultin Wisconsin's passage of the frst
statewide gay rights law five years later,

Leon Rouse was born inee a conservative Catholic family
in northern Wisconsin in 1957, Al seventeen, he came out
o his parents: who comminted him w a meoal hospial Tor
lour months in hopes of a core, When he mrned eighteen,
Rose left ome and moved w Milwaukee, As a student ar the
Urniversity of Wisconsin- Milwankee, he won his first ight for
gay rights, In 1978, he succeocded in getting a public statement
[roam the University of Wisconsin Systenn that there would be
o cliscrimination against a person on the basis of sexual pref-
erence,

In his search for ways to advance sex law reform and
nondiscrunitaion legsladon, he found dat e Seattle, Wash-
ingum, the mainline Protestant and Catholic churches had
spoken our against repeal of the citv's gay cighes ordinanee,
Vorers had followed their advice® Rouse set off to emnlare
this success. Milwaukes promised to be fertle ground for a
church-based strategy, as the city had seen a Strong move-
mient for social justice both in the Catholic Chureh and aceoss
denominanons, Ioterfanch and coumenical movements had
become strong in Milwaokees after World War 1L as Jewsh,
Ciathelic, and Proteseant congregaions all fieed the challenges
il demographic change and racial discrimination i the city, ™
In 1963, almaost all of the city’s religions congregations, as well

as pomersus nonrehgons civl nghts groups, partiapated in
the two-day Greater Milwaukes Conference on Religion and
Race, atended by nearly five thousand Milwankeeans,™ The
conterence became a vearly event and exasts 1o this day, now
called the Interfaith Conterence of Greater Milwaukee. ™
Whereas some clergy were aware of discrimanation in their
ot commmumties, others were motvated o become aotve 1n
politics vin media broadeasts and their own personal experi-
ence of the violent sorugelde for civil righes in the South, Many
northern clergy heeded Martn Eodher King 175 call o join
him in his 1965 Alabama march from Selma ;o Montgomery.
and this enconraged them wward poliical activism at home. ™
As the struggle aganst segregation escalated, some Cathohe
clergy emerged as leading hgures mthe city’s militant racial

nstice activism, though the Milwankee Catholic Ghurch was

100 waty united indts stance toward questions of cvil ghis, ™
From Angust 1967 1o the spring of 1968, Father James Groppi,
a white Cathalic priest in the African American inner core,
led members of the NAAGP Youth Couedl 1n narchies imo
Milwaukee's predominanty white South Side calling for open
housing, The violent opposidon of the area’s residents infa-
mously earned Mibwaokee the oickoname “the Selwa of the
North."* Another Catholic priest active in the civil rights
movement, Dismas Becker, who Teft priesthood and went into
state politics in 1977, would hecome one of the sponsors of

&}
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Stata Senator Jim Moody directed Leon Rouse to the
Legislative Reference Bureau to draft what would
become the nendiscrimination bill.

the gay rights bills in the legislature.™ The religions network
{or sncial justice that Jewish and Christan clergy built during
these years thus prepared the groundwork for Ener support of
the nondiserimination law for lesbians and gays.

Fonse contacted two religious arganizations commiited
social qustice; the Greater Milwaukee Conference on Rehgon
and Urban Affairs, an meerfaith organization devoted to fightng
racial and economic injusiee 0 the highly segregared city, and
the Wisconsin Cionterence of Chuorches, which assembled mwelve
mainstream Protestant churches. ™ Through these insnmtons, he
lonnd the allies he needecl. In 1978, Rouse organized minisiors
fromn the Lntheran, United Meéthodise, Episcopal, United Clareh
of Christ, and United Presbyterian denominations o join him
on the board of a new organization, the Commiter for Funda-
micral Judeo-Chrstian Human Righes As the conumiee’s
coorthnator and strategist, Kouse asked the other members w
obtain their national churehes” positions on homgsesuality anc
hennosesals” cival vighes, as well as o arrange meetings with the

state cxcontdves of their denoming tons, ™

The most influeniial denominaton in Wisconsin was the
Rovrean Ciatholic Churcly, with almose 50 percent of the siate’s
wirshippers. ™ Ag the head ol the largest dincese, Rembert G.
Weakland, Milwaukee's archbishop elected in 1977, was 1he
mose infloennal Catholic leader” He was unaliand 1o speak
ot on dssues that were important to him, evenif they were nit
completely in line with Catholic principles or the Pope's icach-
ings. Heavily influenced by the Second Vadean Coancil of the
early 1960z, he believed that the church had o open isell w0
the world and the massive social changes of the nme, Weak-

Archbishop Rembert Weakland speaks ata graduation caremany at Esperanza Umida
inMilwaukee.

Filr i, imn

Herald of hope
The Archbishop shares

Wiho Iy our neighbor?
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Archbishop Weakland's article in the Mifweaikes Catholic Herald Cltzen
fram July 19, 1980, has an ambivalent message for readers: God loves
homeosexwals "as they are! and Catholics should be “concerned about

thelr rights” But they have to“remain celibate.”

land stressed the importance of listening w laypeople, ques-
tioned the mstitation’s rigid hierarchy, and argued for allowing
women to play a greater role inthe Catholic Church.® As he
wrole in his 2000 autobiography, his onderstanding of sexo-
ality alsp changed as a resale of the Second Vadean Council,
from an inherenty sinful and negative threat o a posttive and
Bieautiful part of the human conditon,*

WINTER 20152016
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due to bos hberal views: he could noe take
the lead. ™

Leon Roise hegan tw look for allies
atnong the heads of the maore liberal denom-

March 2, 10A1

Thie Rewerend Jolin Msrtaogh
OFFlve For Humnn Conee e
711 West Washington Street
Milwnukee, Wisconsin 51204

Mear Jack,

Tt hia recently beea cilled o py afcentlon that vour
affice has been seeking oy opinion concerndng Assembiy BL11
#70 that 4w now being atudied (o che Scate Lepislioturs,

1 feel that your commission can in good conaclence Sup=
port this legislotion insofar as it bans discrisinacion be-
cauae of sexusl orientation in the areas of spployment, housing,
and public accommodations.

You will Pecall that the Macfenil Conferemce of Cabhelie
Bishops spoka £o this dssue in 1576, There has been oo change
in the Catholic position concerning homosexuinl ackiviey, which
haa always been conslderad as morally wromg: on the other hand,
it has also been conalstent with Cachelic teaching that homo=
pexuals should not be deprived of thelr hasie humsn rights.

For thia reasan T feal that aupport of this B{11 would be indesd

inanons m Wisconsine Many of them mdi-
cated their support, but asked him for the
Bl deaft, which did nor exise ar the ime, To
havira bill draft written, Rouse approached
his state senator, James Moody, 2 Democrat
who gave Rouse permission to contact the
Legislative  Reference Burean, the state’s
bill drafiing agenecy, on Moody's behalf]
Together with the drafting atiorney in charge
of human righes legislanon, Rouse dralted a
Lill that senght to add “sexval orientation”
as a proected category 1o all Wisconsin laws
dealmg with diserimination*®

To ensure the archbishop’s support,
Leon Rowse gave him the drafi of the
nondiseriminanon ball,  asking  hin
change anything that he could not suppart
The il defned sexuoal orentation” as
“having a preference for or practicing of
heterosexuality, homosexuality, bisexualiey,
or cehbacy, bemg idenified with such a

has Caken.

lagues,

Archhishap of M{luankes

proper and conslstent with provious posiclons that the Church

HMany thanks for your constant concern [or so nany delicate

Sincerely vours [n the lord,
+ he—br Gt e

Hpac Reverend Pembert . Weakland, 0.5.8.

preference or pracdes, or having a history
of such preference or practice.™ The arch-
bishop retormed it with just a few words
struck out: “practicing of” and “celibacy.”
Sesual orientation, he argued, was not the
samme g sexual actvivy,. Homosexuals were
discriminated agatnse ol becanse they were
canght inoa sex act, hut because ol what
people assumed they were doing, He strack
ot cefibacy becanse heunderstood it not as
a separate sexual onentation, but simply as

ArchbishopWeakland's letter to the Reverend John Murtaugh endorsing the

nendiscrimination kill

The archbishop’s somenmes  wnorthodox  opimons
frequently put him at odds with his superiors, other dergy, and
parts of his archdiocese, and they established his reputation
as one of the most liberal bishops in the United Stares,® How
was Leon Rouse able tooger in touch with this anorthodox
Cathelic leader? Afteér a fruatdess attempt o make an appoint-
ment through bis secretary, be came up wath another, more
direce strategy. Alter saying mass every day ar the downtown
cathiedral, Weakland would stand at the back of the chureh,
sreeting parishioners as they left. Rouse approached him in
person, and Weakland agreed 1w a meeting. He waneed 1o
hielp, he told Bouse, but given the restrictions of the Cathohe
Church hierarchy, and the exposed posiion he had ganed

the nonpracties of sexuality.® Weakland's
cowrections to the bill made it possible for him
to support it and stay within the confines of
Clathobie teaching. Because he was very cantions not (o atmact
w0 much attenton from the Yadcan, he did nor directly send
a letter of support to the stawe representatives, Instead. he had
the archdiveese’s Office for Human Concerns ask him [or a
position on the hillin a formal incuiey®™ His reply lever was
later distributed among legislators and the governor. Init, he
expressed lns backing of the gay nghrs bill and steessed that his
position followed the official stand that the Natonal Gonfer-
ence of Cathalic Bishops had delineated in 1976 in its pastoral
Leerer “To Live in Cihirtse Jesus, ™™

Despite: his desire 10 keep a low profhle, ‘Weakland
spoke out publicly in favor of gay rights in a column in the
Mitwankee Catholic Herald Chitizen, the weekly newspaper

wisconsinhistory,org,
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of the Milwaukee diocese. In the ardicle, published in 1980,
he clearly rejecred effors w “heal” hommsexnals, affrmed the
Catholie Chureh's stand that homosexuals were not sinners
Bt st vemain celibate, and asked his reaclers ro sapport gay
men and leshians:

The bishops of the United States in a pastoral letter in
1976 called “To Live in Christ Jesus™ officially stated
that homosexuality as a condition is not sinful. This
realization can be of immense help 1o the homosexual
who thus knows that ﬂf‘tp down there is n{:-thmg by
separate him ar her from God's love and Egl'_'l_m i
Many [homosexuals] are coming 10 the realization
that God loves them as they are and that He invites
them to open out in'concern for others. . . Clurrent
Church teaching which we Gathalics mm& adhere
18 mp&nm an pcraple Lo rumam celibate, apnmtmn
which 15 dl.{jﬁ'l:ult for them to acuﬂpt, but, F‘Iﬂ-ﬂkh’i
one which T cannot sidestep. . . . We have 1o see Gay
people, then, not as an encnry 1o be batered down.
hut as persons worthy of respeet and friendship.,
- We nust be concerned, also, about their rights,
ﬂunﬂrqj,mnﬂy. 1 catmot believe it is 4 Cihristian atti-
tude that would block them from hﬁldmgrmpombh:
positions in the community, 1invite all in the Gatholic
community to join me in showing this kind of respeet
s that we can assist all members of soviety in the
exercise of their rights, so that no one is oieated as a
ssecond-class citizen or as somehow “conaminated,” "

‘When Weakland wrote these words in July 1980, he
expiressed his theoretical posidon on homosexuality, L rewro-
spect, he was also likely coming 1o terms with his own homio-
-'%&xuahtf :;md his sm.,lgglc ta -m{y true to the wow of uehbaﬁ:.r
belated ﬁfxual a'-rgh,:mng in tht parl}r 15708, %Hklﬂnd had
aceepted Lis homosexuality by the time le became archbishop
of Milwaukee.* In the summer of 1979, a time of loneliness
and solation for Weakland afier the deaths of s mother and
Pope Paul V1, with whom he had been close, hie befriended
a ]ncal gay man, and for a few mnntha their 1tlahumBJP
involved sexual indmacy. One of the reasons Weakland ended
the rr:latml:lslnp was because he wanted o reurn mo celibacy 5
Onee the bill received this key endorsement from Weaks
land: Rouse went back 1 the leaders of the siate’s ather major
denominations and asked them w write lettiers of support 10
thc.mﬁmb;‘:rs of the legislature, ‘They all covperated, and in
the end, the line of religious supporeers included the whole
spectrum of Protestant denominations, sietching from the

iHIghﬂThaEathulithmch was not alone in endorsing the nondis-
“crimination bill. Letters of endarsement from many other church
“organizations throughout Wisconsin are shown here;
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Wisconsin's passing of the nondiscrimination bill drew attention from
around the country and was coverad extensively in gayand lesbian
news outlets, such as the New York Native and the ddvacate.
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very liberal—including the Unitarian Universalist Gongrega-
tions and the Thited Chareh of Christ— the solidly main-
stream presidents of the Amertean Lutheran Charehy, the
Latheran Church in America, the executive preshyters of the
Winnebago and Milwaukee Preshyvieries, the Episcopalian
hishops of Milwaukee and Eau Claire, and the bishop of the
United Methodist church—and even o the fondamenialists, as:
represended by the executive ninister of the Wisconsin Bapiisi
Stare Comvention.® Onee Rouse secured the backing of the
cotigregational heads, he embarked on a mission 1o find clergy
allies cn the Ievel of the clectoral districss, He focused on the
districes of legislators whose voting records sngsested they
might be swing voters, and he canvassed the church pages aff
the pheng book for sapport. The members of his Committee
for Fundamental Judeo-Christian Human Rights advised him
which ministers to aveid and which would be sympathetic,
Expanding ontward, he queried any supportive local ministers
about other clergy they knew ™ He asked each new supporter
to contact their siate I't‘pl'[fﬂﬁ!'lfﬂti‘r'ﬁﬁ and |Jl';_.{ﬂd them to vole
in favor of the nendiserimination Bill, This way, Rouse knioed
a dense nenvork of religious support thar strewched across the
entive state and targeted legislators mdividually.

Rouse warked rogether with various state legislators
from Milwaukee, He did not cooperate with Representative
Divid Clarenbach, even chough Glarenbach was the primary
legslator who had been promoting the legislaton relaed 1o
gay rights, The nwo disagreed about which bill had a greawr
chance of passing; the consenting adults bill or the nondis-
crimination bill, Clarenbach, like most prople, believed that
hemosexnal sex would have w0 be decriumpalized belore gays
anl keshians could be protecred from discrimination.™ Tn addi-
tiom, he warried thar legislators and the media might confuse
the twir bills 1l they were vowed on doring the same sesgsion,™
By contras, Rouse was convineced that church support would
hiring suceess, and that, therefore, the nondiscrimination bill
should go frst, When he had tesearched how the national
bodies of most mainstream congregatons viewed homesexu-
ality, he found a Tot of support for nendiscrimination laws but
linde support for sexual activity outside of marnage =

Though Fouse's bill was ready by 1979, it was nat voted
on until 19217 Beeause Clarenbach had spent so many years
garnering votes for cay rights legislaton, the represematives
that Rouse worked with respected Clarenbach’s wish o ger
the sex reform bill passed first, However, this Bill, which had
been anroduced m every: legistative session simee 1967, kept
lpsing, if by ncreasingly smaller margins. In February 1981,
Rouse’s Milwaukee representanive, Dismas Becker, decided
go forward with the nondiseriminaion ball."™

Over the conrse of the 1981-1982 legslative. session,
Bouse and Clarenbach combined efforts 1o make the hill a
auceess despie ther disagresments. All members of the legs-
lature, a5 well as the governor, recewed letters from local

I
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and executive clergy wrging them o casi
a positive vowe. At public hearings for the
hill, ministers, priests. and nuns fFom all
major denaminations testified in Bvor of i,

CINFRTES Y OF DHOH W0 CRER

whereas rehgous opposinon was hmited o
one Madison Gongregagonalist preacher,
one representaiive of the Clirisgan polincal
orgamzadon the Moral Majorivy, and four
Wiseonsin residents whe were not affiliaed
with 4 chorch.™ For the rl:'.}J!!'ﬂl."I'lf;'lli:'a,"i"-'i_
supporting nondiscrimination legislation for
gays and leshians must have appearced to be
the Ghrisuan thing to do. Members of the
Comnines fir Fundameneal Judeo-Cilivs
tian Human Rights also came o the seare
capitol to lobby medividual representatives,
On the day of the vowe i the assembly, as
the legislators debated the all, Father Gene
Pocernich of the Milwaukee Archdiocese
Office for Human Concerns called sonme of
the socially conyervative Milwvaukee Demio-
crats out ol the assémbly chamber o remind
them that the archbishop wounld like them to
support the legislation,™

In the meantume, David Clavenbach
worked o secure support from ether groups
and orgamzanons. For mstance, W win over
the conservative Milwankees Democrats, he
corvineed organized labor and the union
of Milwaukee police oflicers o back the
hill.® Since he had been a labor supporier
thronghour his career. he had no problem
winning the uninns’ support. The police
force was a different matter. The Milwankee
Police: Department had a reputation for
being brutal and racist,™ [nl1979, the pohce
had repeatedly raided the ciry's gay barhs,®
Lo vally their voon bebind che nondiserams:
nation bill, Clarenbach eaded his vote, The
wmian liacd great inrerest ina Bill that soughit
0 repeal residency requirements for pohice
officers, and Clarenbach belonged o the
legislative committer that handled dar Bill, In exchange fin
the backing of the powerful police ofbicers’ wmon, hevored for
the repeal ol the residency requiremens =

In February 1982, the nondiscrintination bill had passed
both honses of the Wisconan legislatore and lacked only the
governor’s signatge o bocome lawe Governor L Sherman
Brexfus was an owsider in the. Republican Party and was
know o be more liberal than the pacey establishoene When
miembers of the Committee e Tundameneal Joden-Christian
Human Fights met with him in February 1982, he mdicared

A celebration of the fifth anniversary of the passing of the nondiscrimination bill includes
State Representative Clarenbach (left), Clarenbach’s legislative assistant Dan Curd
(center), and County Board of Supervisors members Dick Wagner (second from lefthand
Tammy Baldwin (second from right), who is now a U5 senator.

that e was personally m favor of the legislanon, remarking thar
he dlid oot knowawhao lis childeen woubd grow up o be ™ Diespie
a last-minuee phone campaign directed by the Moral Majority
and Christian vadio staions o the state, Dreviis did mdeed sign
the nondiserimination bill oo February 25, 1982, Tnoan ursoal
move, he issued] an explanatery statement with his reasons foe
sipming 1" His main argument was in favor of privacy, but the
refimous suppore for the bill Gpwred beavily o s reasoming,
“This bill has a conmroversial hiseory and my office has been

mncler heawsy Pressure 1o velo i, ke wrore, Ul also, howeser,
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has the suppore of a wide-ranging group of veligions leadership,
melading leadership of the Roman Catholic Churely, several
Lustheran synods, and the Jewish commumiry,™

Beyond Nondiscrimination for
Lesbians and Gay Men

With the pondiscrimination bill passed, David Clarenbach
felt new impes for the consenning adubs legistadon: Many
ohservers had noted the paradex that while leshians and
gays were now protected rom discrimination in Wisconsin,
the sex acts that eréated then category of protection were
still illegal. Clarenbach brought up his sex reform bill in the
next session, and on May 5, 19835, it became law through
the governor's signature,” Even if Clarenbach claimed that
the: “near unanimouns endorsement by mainstream religions
leaders ol Wisconsin” had made the dilference, the religions
standpoint was less clear than it had been for the nondis-
crimination bill.™ While support was broad, encompassing
minisiers from the United Methodist Church, the Epis-
copal Ghareh. and the United Cloarch of Chrise, oppositon
could be found in the very same denominations. Many cler-
gymen and women wrate to Glarenbach that they supported
consennng adults legislaton but were anable to take a public
stand. Some religious leaders who had been part ol the coali-
o for the nondiscrimination bill weee unable or nnwilling
back consenting adubs legisladon.™ Most notably, the presi-
dent ol the Amenican Lutheran Church, Southern Wiseorisin
Districy, and Roman Catholic archbishop Rembert Weak-
land declined to take a stand for the WlL™ Rouse’s strategy.
tailared w fit the objective of prohibiang discrimination on
the basis of sexual orentaton. Hund its Hmitations once
this goal had been reached. This was the case regarding
congenting adults legislanon, and it would he even more
difficult o buld a religions coalinon in larer effores o legally
recogiize nonheterosexual relationshaps, When Wisconsin-
ites voted 1o amend the state’s constittion to outlaw recogm-
ton of same-sex marriages and civil unions in 2006, churches
were sphit in their voing recommendations.”

Maore than thirty years after an unlikely coalition passed the
mation’s fist staewide nondiscrimination law [or gay people,
lesbaan, gay, bisesual, ransgender, and queer (LGBTCY, people
in the majority of US states have no legal remedy when they
are fired from their jobs; lose their aparinents, or arve denied
service because of their perceived or actaal sexuwal ortentation
or gender identity. While Wisconsin had a pioneering role in
the early 19808, the state is no longer a leader in LGETQ rights,
Perhaps moxt srikingly, Wisconsins nondiscrimination law
lacks protectons for cansgender and gendernonconforming
people, despite their parteular valnerability o diserimination
mall major areas of e Dane County, Milwankee Connty,
and the anes of Madison, Milwaukee, Appleton, and Cudaly
have recently passed local ordinances o protect them, however,

possibly paving the way for statewide legislaion that will
contnue Wisconsin's remarkable LGBETQ hisiory.™ 4

The author wiould like o thank the Bllowing people for
their generosty in sharing their memories: David Clarenbach,
Dan Curd, Barhara Lighmer, Mary Aon Neevel, Gene Pocer-
nich, Leon Boose, Dick Wagner and Bembert Weakland.

Notes

| Beephen Badlicke, Wi, Eisvernor Signs Gy Bights Rl Clovage Gay Lite, March 5, 1982

F William B Tuener, *The Gay Rights Sta1e: YWisisnsin's Picneering Legisbtian to Probibi
Phacrimmation. Bassd on Sesial Oremienon” Wisconam Wamern's Lnulfﬂ'mnm' 22 oo,
(07 M, h1.1pc.'.'hn\lfﬂ.Lw:.wi%r.rrILl,lelga'Lﬁuc.ﬁ N7 springurmemnbanoer i

4. Human Tirhis [flunp:niu;n MJ.[:. ek Ern|_||r_rg.'111m|1 Lt and Policses,” vavw i g’
sate et Homan Bights Canmpaign, “Brployment Bon-Drscriminaion Act™ wiww b

o and_electioeslendassn, Husman Righss Canmgadon, "YWhy the Equality Act?,” woasw
hre.org irsstmmesjentrywhy the equaley-act.

4 Thes artick wefs w0 “gay rhits" and the gy and lesbian mear ment” rather than the moee
melisie LG llq\tlmmwmfnl" torelect the Fmﬂhmhmln Ir|m|m1le:|qy ek us af il mmoe:
ment jim the [570sand enrly F80s

T Bodonyy e exised in all ffty sabeantil 1961 when Iincés repeled Bs danie. Connest-
e follgwed o 19658 Daren Rosenbbion, “Sodomy, Boggery, Orimes agamst Matare,
Dty Comehict, and Lewed and Lascodous Low o Folicy” Eocyoloprediz of Lestia,
iy, Bisesnaal and Transgender Haiory in America, wil 3 Wew Yokt Cleardies Seribners
SonsThomeonGake, dU0#), (3814

i, Wiseansin Beaties 1967688, Chapter 44 Oriines agabng-Sexual Mogality.

1. hid

#; Profesee Manta Finemon, UW Law School Onbabitston Propeo Bepors: 1570, Dad
CEarenhach |"‘.1p¢!;. Be 35 Falder 2; Wisconsin  Histnrical -‘:'nrir!y- Archives, Madism,
Wisconsn; Amne M. Lipineki, “Trogk for Tirds ond Bees i the Tands of Curds wod Whey,™
Clifeagn Thlmore, My 20 1082, 14

% Dirafting reguest LRE 1763 fiom Llowd Barkee cnncerning: sex acls beiwren conseming
partics, February 1%, 1967, Bill Drabting Recorids, Lepisatve Relerenee Buren, Masdison,
Wisorman: Whicanan .-"uwmhl:,' Bl 578, A7 O rimes :gs:.i.mﬂ: Yol Hm:li'lry. ||||:|'nr||a|¢ri|'qr-
Bep. Loy Barbee, Bill Thraffiog Beconk; Legilathe Bekrence Bursau,

16 AR 159G, 1965 AR G0, 19T That vear, Barlee iftrodueed sndther propasal o efimi-
e all rrirmrm] mncdons .}gu.'lmrn-:nm| acts betwren lCﬂI'L!HI‘II.iIIF adids, AR 3435, which also
soangha 1 lnwer the age ol consent mm eighteen o kuricen years ol age, AB 1433, 1571 In
the 10731974 gession, be intmdmeed AR £427AR 181 AREET, 1975 Rl Deafting Recomls
Legiskstive Belerence Bucan

L1 Irterview with Llsyd Bardiee, G Peespective, Nime 13, 071, G Peopies Didon Colisg

tng, l:'llh-rr:'ihl.- nl Wiscomsin [.li::ﬁl:l! Clallections, |tnTJ::'_llmrJr.Jﬂ1nz"_v.w1'x.|:d1|.'|:r||:m:l'ln|1!-'
G

12, Clurl Mdagh, "[I-.'.'!.' and Leghian Riqhqa Mosemems" Rn-,-_l'r k.;lrdr'.l. |l|"\'.":'h|'r.1.-e'n. VP LY

clopediachicarohisory.omipages g html

15, John D' Ewmiilie, "Cyeles of Change, Questans of Stratesy! The Gay and Ledsian Move

ment alter Fifty Yenrs," in The Folities o Gy Rights. ¢d. Craig A Rimmerman, Kenneth T
Wald, and Clyde Wiler (Chicago and Loncha: University of Ghicage Pres, 20000, 35,

14, e Madion Allnce e Hmmesesaal Efplrlli‘l]l (MAHE was Fuomded s Movember 1968,
o] in Milwirukee, the Gay Librration Deganiation wos ioanded in the spring of 1970, Sor
Sevinh, "Madiuon Allunee far Heanosexiial Fepuality [MAHE)” hitpe wisconsdinldaa o'
dictianarylndexcagtarton-viewdderm_id- 40808 aywirdegms Micknel Divlen, =GLF
antl 8 Word Re-erotivized.” Cueerr Late Mews; March 2, 2000, Wiscnpsin, GLET Hisory
P‘mifrl. \.-Lw.mh‘:l#jlhibt.nm.lommhm|_|'~n|,'p:.".n_.'-Ii:l-l'lfm!.'l.;:l.-.- Bih- Ty i,

15 Laster from Jin Bradioed, Chairmean, Legal Commbes Mattachine Midwest, w Llowd
Batbiee, re: Sexual Consenl Bl February M, 1971, Lioyl Barbee Fapera, 193510582, Beg
A4, Folder 28, Wisonsln Historeal Socety Archives, Mibmiukee Aren Fesorch Clemer,
Mibwaukes, Wiscnnsn: Letter fepan Lloyd  Barbee w0 GPU Moy, Macch 10, 1972, Ldead
b P..'.pfra: Bax oL, Falder L

It Wilbur € Cain, Comdil on Beligion and Homosesuality, “In’ My Qpinkon: Fiving of
Homosewnsl Scawe Employer Was L Advised In Tes Tnplications,™ Midvaokes fourad, Marl
14, 1074,

17 AE 1535, 1471 Bill Dratmg Becords, Legiabatve Referesce Burean

1 Ein_suph'g.l'll"b—:m. |l¢-_qis|f| Dol B Cllaresbacl Papr- r= 1971992, l.’n|l.-'v,'ni11' nf
Wisconsin Bigaal Colkections, htrpdlichgic ol Lleary wis: oow'cgd [ indald fimdaid-ids fe—winm:
hivesviewreshiansalwiew=sandadididns s aw' whe mesd J02F focmmm=lioghia e swinthine
:ﬂ.'r:.'w." T2t ot authiors mberdes with Thsdd C“:ul:rbanh._l LII:.I o 2n i,

11 ."\B 264, 1975, Bell Dradting Becorrs, Legisthans Belerence Burenn,

@, Anthor's misrvicw with Clareshach, July &30 ik

21, Wil

32, Fied Fejes, G Reghite sand Moral Pasie: The Chigane of Alnrerica's Debate an Flomroecal

ity |.N:.w Yok Palyrave Macmillan, 2001, &,

23, Thid.. . 144

. Ihid, 150

05 Dhadley Qfencioen, Lhet B Glood: The Sougede o Babdd a Cay Rights Mosemernd
Aunerics (New Yok Sivsoe moscd Selster, 19959, 525327

12

wisconsinhistory.org


http://hosted.law.wisc.edu/wjlgs/issues/2007-spring/turnernobanner.pdf
http://www.hrc.org/
http://www.hrc
http://uwdc.library.wisc.edu/collections/
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/508.html
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/508.html
http://wisconsinhistory.org/
http://www.mkelgbthist.org/organiz/act_pol/gay-lib-front/gay-lib-front.htm
http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/cgi/f/findaid/findaid-idx?c=wiarc
http://wisconsinhistory.org

WISCAINSIN MAGAZINE OF HISTORY

5" The Sexes Endugh! Enviel? Bntaghl™ T, Jine 20, H07, wsetime Com e nkgs

e artlele B 00T LA A045- L o0 ml

97, Anthar's Tviervbew with Lean Ronse, A.ugm‘l'?l, M

5, *Scholasship ™ GEL News, Ociober 1970 “WSE Passes Resohaion” GPL News, Slach
1378,

0 Gy L Atkive, (i Sextle: Seosdes of Exile and Bebuetng Seatlle and Landon: Univer

sty of Wisbhhnglon Press), 005, 250 250--23],

40, Kevin D0 Seith “ha God We Trost. Religion. the Onld War and Onil Bights in
Milsaukes, 1587-1863" (MDY digertation, Undversty of  Wisonsin—Madison, 1999,
134355, o

3, Thid, , 326328

32 hane MeGarhy, fnoeefch Encownrers m Americs (New Brooswick, NE Rurgers Unbyer

sity Press, HI0TL 104005

330 Mk, 013, 102103

M Parick D Jones, The Sehng of the Morth, Civil Righes Insrgenoy in Miheaokee
AT |l!.'r-l.|!:1.'. M Loncbon, UR: Haroad I-Tu'r'.-r.lnl"tf Tresa. :"-H":d.. [

38 In Fad; el rights activists lad moasched from Selma Alabama, e Manugoomery, e
ey rr:pi‘lni. fex perodest the siolence and discriminasdn thadt escluded biscks from w.ﬁn!.;

e prace fal protesters sidieres) hruzal viekoore dt the bemds of Alabsma sute irgopers. =Gl
Bighits Movement,” i Afficana; () Righee An A-o-Z Reference of the Movemiene Tha
Chrged Aerjiony ed Kwwine A, Apginh (Philadefplan: Bomning Press, 20, 120G,

0. Amy B Slivers, “Beeker was ag forelfroo of "ol civil righits” Miwabos, fourma Seamel,
Seprernber T, IO wvaw sankne comneas ohitsries’ [0OH05798 hitm],

37 Author's imerview with Rowse, Awgust B, 2010 MeClanby, Tneerfdth Envotntens i
Arnerfon, 041000 “A riel Hestary of the Wiscosisn Cauncl of Chimrcbes: Adapted from 2
History of the: Counell Wiitten by the Bev, Babien Seaten”™ Wisconsin Caancil of ©luiches,
v wlchurehes orgdieconte i) pal” Ale sprogramsbiglef-lsory-of wee, judl

14 Stephen Rulteke, “0On, Wisconsin! Fow Gay Rights'Wen!" Cluraro Gavlife, March 5,
542, 1.

TR A b inderview with Bbiese Al 5, 2001

A0 B Eh sl 50 prerce ol ol Wisconin's angamiasd beliovers were Catho fes aned ot hey
3 pereent Belomged to Luhegan desomdnatione. CH the permaining 20 pereent, niore thamn 140
perEn wene actherenis nl'nml-r\-'.tr:gl-.rlm! Pratestant churches; sch asthe United Methodzs
(lharch, the Ppites] Chorch of Gheist, dhe Preshyiermog sod the Episcopalians. Oely 3,7
perent were Baprise, These wag alio o small Jewish population that accounged [or just over
e perdend of the date™ religionie. The percentages haad remained yinually the sme far
e Cintholbe and Laghemn Churches slnee the beghnnbsg of the centiry, Martn B Bradkey,
Marman M. Green Jr, Dale E.Iinnﬂ.. Mue Lynim, and Low MeNeil; {Thourches and Ehench
Membyersdegin.che Uieted Staies 19590 An Envmeracion by Region, Staee and Cownty Based
art Bty Keported for £33 Charell Grogmgs (Asbaota, Georgia: Gleomanye Reseanch Center,
P, 35 Wil F Thempson, The History o Wisconsio VT, Coosinin and Chiaee,
gk (e (hladieon: Siate Flistovical Sockety of Wleonsin, E958), G

A1 The Milwaukee archidsocese & the -.'||1|'9.I archdinerse In Wicomin, and the ||u';je|tt dioceke
in ppulation. Shelly Tylor, Archdiocessn Archivig, Archeboorse of Milwaukes, Telephaons
e ation feinder 70011,

42 Benbers T Weaklaned, O8B; A Pilerdia in 2 Pl Chirchs Memairs of & Clatholic
Archbosiop (Grand Ragéds, Michigan; Cambridge, Uk: Willlam B Eeiglmans Publshing
Carmpeary, 208Y, 7= 110,235,

43, Thicl., 108 105

A4 k., 371

45, Aurhor's Tendew with Bokes, Augus B, 2001,

4. Mkl

A% Thid.

H1, Uhle,

19, Leon Bowss, Pregentatian, MNatiomal Conference of Black and White Men Topather,
Blilwcker Tuly 4, 19087, viden recardding an fike with suthor, “Norhing o Hide: Jub 4, 19877
TV Progrom, Madlon, YWIL 1987,

10, Archbzshop Rembert G Wenkhind, Letter 10 the Reverend Jobn Mutmegh in support of
AR, March 2, 196L, Divde] Clarpabackh Papers, Bos 5, Falder 11

3, Arhbishop Bember G2, Weakiand, "The Archbshop Sharée: Who B Our Neighbar”
Milwakes Clarholic Herald Clitieen. July 19, 1980

2 Weakland, A Pilgrinedn @ Pilgrun Clowch, 1598, 7.

53, Thid., 28,

Fh, Suatgmerap of support e AR T mme Balph P, Lev, President, Wenodn Conlerengg of
the United Charch of Chiriz, April 1981 Tooy Lassen, [Nle Eobiaon, and Mami Hamoey,
Ulnitarion Viviversalist minissers in the Milkwsekes area, Sanch 3, 15815 Vernan B Anderan,
Fresldent, The Amesican Lothernn Chustly, Northeen Weoongin [lasicr, Sepember 18,
AL €. Schumscher, President, ALD Southern Wisconsin Disiriet, April 13, Eal:
Bober'S, Wilkh, Bishop: ol the Wiscnnsm-Upper Michigan Synpd - Apeil L1988, Ve
E. Sindlinger, Execotive Presbyter, Winoehago Prechytery, Avimest 20, 19605 Gard B Simon,
Exevutive Preslyier, MBwaukes Predatery, Mach 20, 85681 Clurdes T, Gaskell, Episcopal
Bashiogy of Milwaakes, Febowry 12, 1981 Willisim © Wantland, Epbcepal Bsbop of Fau
Clagre, March 19, 1981 Mr:r}n.—ie 5 Mutthews, Bist."lp. [Tnilect Methndig Chorch, Sun
Pralric April & B985 William Lo Welks, Execitr Minkser, Wismnnsm Bapiist Suate Cooven-
faon, Aprl 10, 1981, David Charenbach Papere: Box 5 Folder 11,

35, Leon Bosies's prae ntation, Nothite w Flides Jube 4, 1987, Madbeaa, W1 1087 authors
leerview with Rouss, Asgua 9, 20011

N5 Author's miterview with T Chisel, Jube 25, 2010, Unbemity of Wihconsin-Madion
Archlves Chral Higory Poowot; St Seviarth, Interview with Barbars Lighiner,

57, Leon Banse, e-mabl to natbior, Cetgber 7, 7011

3 Thid

0, Ehvaliing redquest 0024, Apguen 20, 19680, Bl Dyafiine Feentds Choger | |2, Laws al 1981,
Legislative Relerence Bureau.

il Al s pnderitewr with {}llrd._luh' 2030102 Bode, #-mml io ot ber, Cheiober 7,201 1
b Mindy Tormmes, Comimsitee Olerk, Coimmitieos Becomnl, n.d. lM..I:, |QEI}, D] Cilaren-
Bach Papets, Bowcd, Foller T; Char Hinircns, “Moral Majority Attacks " Febmary 3, 1987
62, Author's imteriow with Bovse, Aveost & 3001 wthor's interdew with Tatler Gene
Pacerniel, Deaaber B 2001 Milwaokee, o fle with authos.

9. Auther's interisew with Chrenbach, Juby 9 510,

itk Joseph A Boelelgnes anc) Mark Shelley, " Latbnos and Astos in Mibwenkee,” bn Persgpec
fives o) fifenukee 5 Fag, ed, Margo Anderson snd Victor Greene (Urbana and Chicama:
I:IJI-I'r'l"'ﬁ“:r' Al Tlimoas Press, S0, |’.-ﬂ-:_|u_l’.'|. D:ltlghl"rt'r. A A richos, Ri&]ll.‘-. arel
Rice-Making.” in Perspectives-on Milwiukee s Past e, Margo Asodessonaid Yicor Goeene,
| Urhanm anc Chicagn: Dniernsdty of Tlhaos Frese, 2006 143 Jones. The Sedinn o the SNonth.
L4011

@5, Mibwarkee Police Department, Havskl Irefer 1960 1884, wwiomi waukee oy
Bereie | 3085 oy “Spos/ Bk Honsey Healls Dl Wiscarsin GLIET Hisery Prajeey,
ot bbb bilse orgfbu siness) health-cluba emg |, M. Mash, Bepmett He Beacly, and Hollis
Famris, “Laaw Accudents o Polide Brotalty?” Time. Ocinber 368. 1981, woswtime coenjtome/
nla;t_:mr.nr.-.m]rhlI.':llTI.[,ll‘d'll-l-E,ﬂl{l

4, Author’s mgerview with Clarenbaeh, July 9, IHO,

&7, William M. Risue, Ler s Ft-prrnm'llﬂl! Sharars, L Caraline Honge Publishers, 902,
LT

8. Authar's interisew with Rev, Mary Ann Neevel. Clotober 14, 20 on flewith author
3, According i an opprslng editornl ln The Cshbosh Morthwesern, 8 was the s tme that
Direytus sent the sate’s medfia the text of the message be read onoa Bill's signinge: © Legigating
‘e Meval™ Ckkkish Northwsstern, Feboury 273, 1901,

0 Lee 8, Dveyfus, Statemen upen Sigolng the Antd-Discelmloation BIL AB U ol
|[Februmry 20 18], Dhivid Clorenbach Papers, Bax s, Folder 1a

7 Wisgongin Legislature. Selletin of die Progeedings of ehe Wismnen Leguatacure: Asspeahldv,
1583, 8102,

72, Panl Baslund, #Earl Sizna Cobaciting Sex Act BlLY Wiseonsin Spae fomal, My 6,
L5,

L Sl.lppl:srl'lw P nominatians from Chrenbach, David, lsseed® Coarmnent. 'nlf{hmntillg
Adudiz Bill, nad, (19520963, Leevld darenback Pagers. Box 2, Folder 24

T4 AU S homiacher, President, AL Sous e Wiscozism Dissrict, Letie rabow Corsenting
Ak Bl v Dol Cloenbeely, Januory 26, B85 Doadd Cloenbacl Papers, Box 2, Foider
2t Bembiert G, Wenkland, Archibishopof Miwaokes: Lener 1o Diavid Obsid ibach coneerning
corenting adulis mslatinon. Morh 2, 18], Diid Clarenkach Papers, B 3, Falder 8.

75 Renneih Bures, “Hallying the Faithinl,” Pelones, Cciober 5, 2006, wwwithedailypage.
coan/i hmasiarticle php? article=4398; Bill Glanber, "Discusion or Dhissew? Priest CHiprs
an Alermae Take on Marfge Vore” Mitwaubee, finamal Seatinel, Oheober 27, 20060, war.
Jronline comy news mlbwaukee/ 25 G 99 liml

T, The 200 | Katiomnl Transgroder DHeerim inathan Survey; candurcted by the Magmnal Center
tor Tremggencer Equaliny and she Matlooad LGETE Task Force, fund that 53 prrcent of
respanddents hod “experienced serious acts of discrimieation—events that woukd ligae o maor
Iresd an o person’s cpuality of Tife and abilicy g sisain themeefves Aokl or emobion
atiy,” awch asbelng fived Tom o job o evicied troma home due o bias, Naghonal Cender for
Transgender Ecundity, “Natlonn] Tramgender Decimimation Sarvey: Full Repart.” hiigd/
tramgey uality, orgiEsie s resmars e g national wransgender disriminaton- pore - fulbsepore.

77 Steven Scholeze, “Brand Approves Bexual Owriendation, Gepder Idertity Prowe;
Yions," Mitwaukee famnal Seatined, April 8, 2004, wavwBonfine, comdnews miheaka e
bk wodea-to hald-rele rendum-on-corporate-free-spe coh- BUGES 5S40 e 125050204 1 ltml;
“Wikoonsin Uiy Adopts Chdinance Banming Bz Based on Gender Identiby,” Wisennan
Giasene, Sepiroiber B, 2004, www, wiscopsmgazetic, comywisconsin-guo Cugaby-beoomes-
b wisconsin-ritv-an-han-bise-tused-on-gender- et bitmk Jack Craver, “Laws Protecting
Transgender Rights Meet Listle Bedistanes i Wisconsin,” Capital Ties, September 4, 3013,
tage ) hest mndgsoe comnews bealwrle rafoe k_erver laws-proecting-fransgender dghis-
meel-ldile-ressd anee A wkicomsing astcle 15019070 1956, | le 3 ST 001080 263 4 himl.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Andrea Rottmann studies the transna-
tional historles of sexuality and the LGBTQ
mevements in Germany and the United
States in the twentieth century. Thisarticle
is based on her masters thesis on Wiscon-
sin% nondiscrimination law for gays and
lesbians. Originally from Berlin, Garmany,
she fell in love with Wiscansin and its pro-
gressive tradition during an Internship at the Wisconsin Historl-
cal Soclety in 2000, She earned her MA in American Studies and
History at Free University Berlin and is now a PhD candidate In
German Studies at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.

WINTER. 20152016


http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,915043-l,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,915043-l,00.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/obituaries/103405799.html
http://www.wichurches.org/sitecontent/pdf_files/programs/brief-history-of-wcc.pdf
http://www.milwaukee.gov/
http://www.mkelgbthist.org/business/health-clubs.htm
http://www.time.com/time/
http://www.thedailypage
http://jsonline.com/news/milwaukee/29216494.html
http://
http://transequality.org/issues/resources/national-transgender-discrimination-survey-full-report
http://www.jsonline.com/news/milwaukee/
http://www.wisconsingazette.com/wisconsin-gaze/cudahy-becomes4th-wisconsin-city-to-ban-bias-based-on-gender-identity.html
http://www.wisconsingazette.com/wisconsin-gaze/cudahy-becomes4th-wisconsin-city-to-ban-bias-based-on-gender-identity.html
http://host.madison.com/news/local/writers/jack_craver/laws-protecting-transgender-rightsmeet-little-resistance-in-wisconsin/article_36919972-1956-lle3-9b3a-0019bb2963f4.html
http://host.madison.com/news/local/writers/jack_craver/laws-protecting-transgender-rightsmeet-little-resistance-in-wisconsin/article_36919972-1956-lle3-9b3a-0019bb2963f4.html

