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Sociology 320 Research Practicum Spring 2018 

“Black Protests in US News Wire Stories 1994-2010” 

Pamela Oliver, Professor, pamela.oliver@wisc.edu  

The goal of this project is to understand the dynamics of Black protests 1994-2010. Almost all research 
focuses either on the Civil Rights era of the 1960s or the Black Lives Matter movement since 2012. A 
prior well-known research project studied protests described in the New York Times 1960-1994 and 
included Black protests. But there is literally zero systematic information about Black protests between 
1994 and 2010. This project uses a cache of news wire stories that were identified by MPEDS, an 
automated system, as being likely to contain information about protests, and that contained the 
keywords Black for African American. Student coders will use a web-based system to mark parts of these 
news stories that refer to Black protests. The web-based system automatically turns this coding into a 
file that can be processed by a computer. After these articles have been coded, the researcher will turn 
this work into a dataset about Black protest and write a scholarly research article about it. The work 
requires access to a computer and the Internet, but can be done at the student’s convenience. Students 
will spend most of their time coding. They will also be assigned articles to read about Black protests and 
protest research. Students will be expected to check in weekly individually or in groups with Professor 
Oliver to discuss their coding and the larger project. 

This method was used to produce a paper “Black Protest in US News Wire Stories 1994-2010: Voices 
From the Doldrums” (Pamela Oliver and Alex Hanna) that is accessible on the web at   
https://osf.io/sba2x/. There was a mistake in the original draw of articles for that paper so that only 
articles with the word “boycott” were selected. This project will allow us to update that article with 
correct data.  

Per accreditation standards, the expectation is that a student will spend 45 hours per credit on this 
project, or an average of 3 hours per week per credit for 15 weeks. That is, 90 hours for two credits and 
135 hours for three credits. If work starts later in the term, the hours per week will be higher. Grading 
will be based on points. Each hour worked is worth a point. There are 5 additional points per credit 
available for staying on pace with the work (that is, doing a minimum of 3 hours per week per credit 
every week and logging the work regularly in the time sheet) and doing the work in a high-quality 
manner.  You may also earn up to 2 points per credit for writing 2 pages summarizing what you have 
learned in the practicum (each page written is a point). Students will be required to keep a timely work 
log that gives hours worked each week and tasks accomplished. Time spent reading articles for the 
project and in team meetings or consulting with the instructor counts toward your hours but must be 
logged in the time sheet. Students will be required to log their hours in a Google Docs spreadsheet that 
is accessible to the instructor. Failing to maintain the time records every week will result  

Qualifications: This project requires the ability to read news articles in English with good understanding 
of idiomatic English writing. Accuracy and attention to detail are essential. We prefer sociology or other 
social science or media studies majors and prefer students who have taken a basic research methods 
class.  Students who are from disadvantaged or historically underrepresented groups are especially 
encouraged to apply. 

To apply: Send an email to Pamela Oliver (pamela.oliver@wisc.edu) saying why you are interested in this 
practicum and how you think it will work into your schedule.  
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Chart relating points to grades for Sociology 320. Each hour worked is 1 point. Additional points 
available for staying current with the work and writing a short paper at the end. See description.  

letter grade grade average proportion of 
points 

points per 
credit 

points for two 
credits 

points for three 
credits 

A 4.51 1.04 50 100 150 
A 4.35 1.02 49 98 147 
A 4.20 1.00 48 96 144 
A 4.05 0.98 47 94 141 
A 3.89 0.96 46 92 138 
AB 3.74 0.94 45 90 135 
AB 3.58 0.92 44 88 132 
AB 3.43 0.90 43 86 129 
AB 3.28 0.88 42 84 126 
B 3.12 0.85 41 82 123 
B 2.97 0.83 40 80 120 
B 2.81 0.81 39 78 117 
BC 2.66 0.79 38 76 114 
BC 2.50 0.77 37 74 111 
BC 2.35 0.75 36 72 108 
C 2.20 0.73 35 70 105 
C 2.04 0.71 34 68 102 
C 1.89 0.69 33 66 99 
C 1.73 0.67 32 64 96 
C- 1.58 0.65 31 62 93 
D 1.43 0.63 30 60 90 
D 1.27 0.60 29 58 87 
D 1.12 0.58 28 56 84 
D 0.96 0.56 27 54 81 
D 0.81 0.54 26 52 78 
D 0.65 0.52 25 50 75 
F 0.50 0.50 24 48 72 
F 0.35 0.48 23 46 69 
F 0.19 0.46 22 44 66 
 


