Sociology 750 — Research Design and Practice in Sociology

Professor: Randy Stoecker Spring, 2009
Office: Agricultural Hall 340d W 3:30-6:00
Office Hours: W 1-3:00, and by appointment 114

Phone: 890-0764 Ingraham

E-mail: rstoecker@wisc.edu

This syllabus is available electronically at Learn@UW website for this course,
https://learnuw.wisc.edu/

Introduction

This course will focus on the major methodological approaches and tools used by sociologists. It will
also look critically at each of those approaches and tools. Regardless of your methodological
persuasion, my goals are for you to leave this course with both greater confidence in your
methodological judgment and greater sensitivity to methodological diversity.

The course is designed, consequently, to not only offer you methodological breadth, but to also support
you in beginning to develop your own methodological specialization if you wish. The main assignment
for the course will encourage you to focus your methodological thinking on a research question that is
important to you and a research approach that is comfortable for you.

Our class process is likely to produce upates in this syllabus as the course progresses. | will always
inform you when new versions are available. No updates will be made without your consent.

About Me

You should know something of my own methodological biography and predilections. Ever since | was a
graduate student (over 20 years ago now), when | got yelled at by a community activist for being just
another exploitive academic, | have practiced various forms of what is now most often called
community-based participatory research (CBPR). | sometimes joke that | haven’t chosen my own
research question in 20 years. Some might also call me an applied researcher, which | gladly accept. |
do not, however, accept the belief that the production of practical knowledge is incompatible with the
production of academic knowledge. And while my personal competence certainly tends toward the
qualitative skills such as depth interviewing, focus groups, and participant observation, | do not call
myself a qualitative sociologist, and find the qualitative-quantitative distinction to be a distraction. |
have worked on at least as many survey projects as | have interview projects (though admittedly the
survey projects have been mostly limited to descriptive statistics).

I tell you this so that you can participate with a critical ear, challenge my perspectives (which | welcome)
and develop your own positions on the issues in sociological methodology. It is thus important that you
also understand my pedagogical approach. One of my favorite slogans comes from a community
organization | work with called the Grassroots Leadership College. Their motto is “Everyone a Learner.
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Everyone a Teacher. Everyone a Leader.” | believe that deeply. | will expect everyone in this course,
including myself, to be a learner, teacher, and leader.

Course Structure

The first three weeks of the course will focus on perspectives regarding the research enterprise. We will
begin by looking at the research enterprise from the perspective of the researched, in particular the
experiences of indigenous people with outside researchers (though the perspective may well apply to all
people researched by outsiders) by reading Linda Tuhiwai Smith’s Decolonizing Methodologies. We
often do not step into the shoes of our “research subjects,” and even when we are research subjects
ourselves we may not critically reflect on the experience. Just like physicians are increasingly trained by
looking at their profession through the eyes of the patient, so too should researchers be trained by
looking at our profession through the eyes of those from whom we obtain data and to whom we may
apply findings. The next perspective we will explore is critical realism, using Andrew Sayer’s Method in
Social Science, which provides us an opportunity to look at questions of knowledge construction in new
ways. Most importantly, it will provide an opportunity to think in much more depth about the
qualitative-quantitative split in sociology and, | believe, understand the roles of each in knowledge
construction. For all of us who enter sociology defining ourselves by a methodological camp rather
than a knowledge purpose, this perspective will allow us to put our purpose before our preferences.
The third perspective comes from Arthur Stinchcombe, who begins to set the stage for the diversity of
methodological approaches, or logics, in sociology and emphasizes the importance of integrating theory
and method.

A session on forming a research question will provide the transition to the next section of the course.
Those three readings above, from the perspective of the researched, the British critical realist, and the
American methodologist, provide the standpoints from which we will explore more deeply the main
logics used by sociologists. For purposed of categorization, | will use Sayer’s distinction between
extensive and intensive approaches. We will begin with extensive approaches—studies of large
numbers of people—looking at sample studies, population studies, and network studies. We will then
cover the major intensive approaches—studies of small numbers of cases—looking at case studies,
ethnographies, and comparative/historical studies.

April 1 (no foolin’) will provide a temporary deviation from the course flow, as we look at Internet
research—a reality that introduces a wide variety of complications into everyone’s methodological
thinking. We will also conduct this class session using the Internet itself, to integrate experience and
reflection.

The third section of the course, beginning April 15, will look at specific tools used by sociologists across
the different methodological approaches. We will cover surveys, interviews, focus groups, and
observation. These class sessions will also integrate experiential training into the course process.

Course Website:



This course will be managed through the Learn@UW online course management system at
https://learnuw.wisc.edu/. You will submit your assignments electronically through that website, as
well as items for discussion (please see course process for more information).

Course Process:

While there are obviously many things that | want to tell you about research methods, The most
important outcomes will not be so much what you learn from me but what you learn through your
interaction with me, the course materials, and the other course participants. Consequently, this course
will be built on your engagement. We will pursue the following routes toward that interactive learning
environment.

Each week | will ask you to participate on the Learn@UW course website forum by posting short
notes about passages in the readings that you would like us to discuss. If it becomes clear that
particular passages are important to a number of people, we will pay special attention to those
in our discussions.

Your participation in class is also important. The best participation, from my perspective, is
somewhere between silence and dominating a discussion, promotes rather than stifles
contributions from others, and challenges ideas rather than individuals. One of the things we
will do during the first class is collectively develop guidelines to promote a supportive
environment for participation.

| will not grade you on participation, though for people just below grade borderlines, positive
participation may enhance your grade.

Requirements:

There are a number of short assignments to focus your attention and provide opportunities for
reflection. These are all leading up to the end product of a completed research design that you can
then use as the starting point for a grant or dissertation proposal. You will use Learn@UW to submit
these materials. The elements (60 points total) will include:

1. A 500 word critique of one of the three books from the beginning of the course, due the
beginning of class February 18 (10 points).

2. Aone sentence (with a maximum of two other punctuation marks) research question,
supported by a 500 word literature review (not counting references) justifying the
importance of the question, due the beginning of class February 25 (10 points).

3. A 2500 word essay comparing at least two research designs covered between February 25
and April 8, arguing why one research design is more appropriate for your research question
from assignment 2. The 2500 words does not include your reference list (think a minimum
of 10 references). Due beginning of class week April 15 (20 points).



4.

A 5000 word research proposal combining the assignments above, and including a
referenced discussion of specific research tools that you will use, due at the beginning of the
designated finals period (20 points).

** There will likely be a special opportunity for those of you interested in learning about how to

do community-based research, which is a practice consistent with one of Michael Burawoy’s
four types of public sociology. A statewide organization is looking for assistance with a
major research project. The first step in the project will be to collaborate with them in
writing up a research plan (and will follow the four steps above and count as fulfilling them).
Along with writing the research plan, there will be opportunities to participate in the actual
research project through independent study and possibly seminar credit. If you are
interested in this opportunity, you will need to meet outside of class probably three to four
times during the semester, and read my book listed as optional in the reading list. That total
workload, however, should be only slightly greater than it would be for the more traditional
research proposal. There may be limited slots for this and preference will be given to
students who are also interested in collaborating to carry out the research in the spring,

summer, or fall.

There will also be a series of in-class activities that will require a small amount of work outside of

class (5 points each):

1.

Five survey questions, strictly adhering to the rules of good survey construction, and related
to your research question, due beginning of class April 15. You will share with classmates
and give and receive feedback in class.

Notes from in-depth interviews conducted in class April 22. You will interview each other.
The research question will be “what strategies do sociology graduate students use to
develop a research proposal? The interview questions will be “What strategies are you
using to develop your research proposal for this course? What challenges are you
experiencing in using those strategies?” You will take detailed written notes, and return
those notes to the person interviewed, who will then give you feedback on their accuracy.
You will also receive notes from the person who interviewed you, and will need to return
your feedback by the beginning of class on April 29.

Notes from in class focus group sessions on April 29. The research question and interview
questions will be the same as for the in-depth interviews, with the addition of the question
“Have you changed your thinking about your strategy after going through the interview
experience last week?” You will trade notes with one person in the class to give and receive
feedback by May 6.

Notes from in class observations. Small groups will observe portions of the class on May 6
and take field notes. Each small group will trade their notes with another small group and
give/receive feedback due by May 13.



Finally, everyone is expected to have completed the CITI research ethics training
(http://www.grad.wisc.edu/hrpp/10223.htm) and have submitted their completion certificate by
the beginning of the scheduled finals period. (20 points).

Late Policy:

Serious, documentable personal tragedy, crisis, and illness are eligible for a deadline extension.
Normally a deadline extension will be a maximum of one week. Late assignments that do not have a
serious documentable justification will lose 1/10 of their total possible points for each day late. No
progress or incomplete grades will be given.

Academic honesty policy:

Please make sure you are familiar with UW’s academic misconduct policy at
http://www.wisc.edu/students/saja/misconduct/UWS14.html. Please also understand that |

encourage students to collaborate as much as you wish on assignments in this class. If you do so,
please note your collaboration through joint authorship. If you include information, or make
changes, in your writing that is based on the input of others, please acknowledge their contributions
in your writing. Understand the rules governing fair use of quoted material and appropriate
referencing.

Learning needs:

Please inform me if you have learning needs that require adjustment of the course process or
methods.

Things you should already know:

My goal is to delve deeply into various research design practices in sociology. Consequently, there
are some things you should already have learned about through a previous research methods
course. Among the ideas you should already understand are:

e Experimental/Quasi-experimental design

e Hypothesis (including null hypothesis)

e Validity (including the types of validity)

e Reliability (including the types and their relationship to validity)
e Ecological Fallacy

e Sample (including types of sampling)

e Unit of analysis compared to level of analysis

e Concept compared to variable

If you do not know these things, you should review a basic sociology research methods text.
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Course Readings

All books will be available at the Rainbow Bookstore cooperative at 426 W Gilman St, Madison, WI -
(608) 257-6050. All readings will be available online.

Required books:

Linda Tuhiwai Smith. 1999. Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and
Indigenous Peoples. New York: Zed Books.

Andrew Sayer. 1992. Method in Social Science: A Realist Approach, 2e.
New York: Routledge.

Arthur L. Stinchcombe. 2005. The Logic of Social Research. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago
Press.

Recommended book:

Randy Stoecker. 2005. Research Methods for Community Change: A
Project-Based Approach. Thousand Oaks: Sage.

Articles and chapters:

All of the required articles listed below will be available electronically. (you should be able to
access them from off-campus using ez-proxy--
http://ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/login?url="+location.href ). All weblinks should be configured to

use this automatically.

Note: my goal is for these readings to offer a diversity of perspectives on the various
methodological issues in sociology, around a diversity of substantive foci. | tried to choose some
readings from beyond North America, and on occasion from people other than sociologists, and
even from graduate students where they were relevant. | have also tried to provide at least one
article that provides an overview of a method or a tool, while the others delve into issues
associated with that tool. And | have tried to find readings showing research methods in applied
contexts. |am not sure that | have achieved my goals and welcome your contributions to this
reading list.

Course Calendar (readings are due at the beginning of class each day)
Jan. 21 Discussion of class process; scavenger hunt review, final collective revisions of syllabus
Jan. 28 Research from the Perspective of the Researched--Smith

Read: Smith (Introduction, Chs. 1-3, 5-8, 10)

Feb. 4 Philosophy of knowledge--Sayer
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Read: Sayer (Introduction, Chs 1, 3, 5, 6-7, 9)
Feb. 11 Research Logics (quantitative, historical, ethnographic, experimental)--Stinchcombe

Read: Stinchcombe (Ch. 1, 2, pp. 36-43, 55-70, 77-93, 97-104,108-116, 117-120, 128-130, 149-157,
239-255, 260-293)

Feb 18 -- Forming a research question:
Due: 500 word book critique.
Read:

Abbott, Andrew. 2004. Ch. 7 “Ideas and Puzzles” in Methods of Discovery: Heuristics for the
Social Sciences. New York: W.W. Norton. (**pdf available through interlibrary loan online)

Becker, Howard S. 1986. Ch. 8 “Terrorized by the literature” in Writing for Social Scientists: How
to Start and Finish Your Thesis, Book, or Article. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (**pdf
available through interlibrary loan online)

Herr, Kathryn, and Gary L. Anderson. 2005. The Action Research Dissertation Ch. 5. Designing
the Plane While Flying it. sage. (**pdf available through interlibrary loan online)

Schooley, Annalynn. 1995. Playing with Qualitative Research: Designing a Research Project with
Diamonds and Venns. The Qualitative Report, Volume 2, Number 3, December,
(http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR2-3/schooley.html )

Feb 25 -- Extensive designs: sample designs
Due: one sentence research problem statement with 500 word literature-based justification.

Read:

O'Muircheartaigh, Colm, Edward English, and Stephanie Eckman. 2007. Predicting the Relative
Quality of Alternative Sampling Frames. American Statistical Association Proceedings of the
Survey Research Methods Section
http://www.amstat.org/sections/SRMS/proceedings/y2007/Files/JSM2007-000575.pdf

Fottrell, Edward, and Peter Byass 2008. Population survey sampling methods in a rural African
setting: measuring mortality. Health Metrics. 6:2.
http://www.pophealthmetrics.com/content/6/1/2

Lenth, Russell V. 2001. Technical Report: Some Practical Guidelines for Effective Sample-Size
Determination. Department of Statistics, University of lowa
March 1, http://www.stat.uiowa.edu/techrep/tr303.pdf

Mar. 4 -- Extensive designs: network research
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Read:

Sirken, Monroe G. 1998. A short history of network sampling. American Statistical Association
Proceedings of the Survey Research Methods Section.
http://www.amstat.org/sections/SRMS/proceedings/papers/1998 001.pdf Semaan, Salaam,
Jennifer Lauby and Jon Liebman. 2002. Street and Network Sampling in Evaluation: Studies of
HIV Risk-Reduction Interventions. AIDS Rev 4:213-223
http://www.respondentdrivensampling.org/reports/Salaam%20Semaan%20article.pdf

Shimizu, Iris and Monroe Sirken. 2006. Network Sampling for Rare Trait Inference. American
Statistical Association Proceedings of the Survey Research Methods Section.
http://www.amstat.org/sections/SRMS/proceedings/y2006/Files/JSM2006-000397.pdf

Wejnert, Cyprian and Douglas D. Heckathorn. 2008. Web-Based Network Sampling: Efficiency
and Efficacy of Respondent-Driven Sampling for Online Research. Sociological Methods &
Research; 37, 105 originally published online Jun 10 2008
http://smr.sagepub.com.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/cgi/reprint/37/1/105.pdf

Mar 11 -- Intensive designs: case studies
Read:

Yin, Robert K. 2008. Case Study Research: Design and Methods Fourth Edition. Sage. Ch. 2,
Designing Case Studies. http://www.sagepub.com/upm-data/24736 Chapter2.pdf. Ch.5,
Analyzing Case Study Evidence, http://www.sagepub.com/upm-data/24737 Chapter 5.pdf

Stoecker, Randy. 1991. "Evaluating and Rethinking the Case Study." The Sociological Review
39:88-112.
http://ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&
db=sih& AN=5476157&site=ehost-live

Plus one of the following:

Ragin, Charles, C. 1997 "Turning the Tables: How Case-Oriented Research Challenges Variable-
Oriented Research", Comparative Social Research , Vol. 16, pp. 27-42.
http://poli.haifa.ac.il/~levi/res/pitfallt.rtf

Rhee, Y. 2004. The EPO chain in relationships management: a case study of a government
organization. Unpublished doctoral dissertation, University of Maryland, College Park.
72. What Is a Case Study? http://www.csus.edu/indiv/r/rheey/Rhee Case%20Study.pdf

Hamel, Jacques. 1993. The case study in sociology: The contribution of methodological
research in the French language. Canadian Review of Sociology & Anthropology; Vol. 30 Issue
4, p488-509, 22p, 1
http://ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&
db=sih& AN=9403290444&site=ehost-live
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Gerring, John. 2004. What Is a Case Study and What Is It Good for? American Political Science
Review Vol. 98, No. 2 May http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/stable/4145316

Mar 18 —spring break
Mar. 25 -- Intensive designs: ethnographies
Read:

Buford May, Reuben A. and Mary Pattillo-McCoy. 2000. Do You See What | See? Examining a
Collaborative Ethnography. Qualitative Inquiry, Mar; vol. 6: pp. 65 - 87.
http://qix.sagepub.com.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/cgi/reprint/6/1/65

Madison, D. Soyini. 2005. Critical Ethnography: Method, Ethics, and Performance. Sage,
http://www.sagepub.com/upm-data/4957 Madison | Proof Chapter 1.pdf

Plus two of the following:

Parameswaran, Radhika. 2001. Feminist Media Ethnography in India: Exploring Power, Gender,
and Culture in the Field. Qualitative Inquiry; 7; 69.
http://qix.sagepub.com.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/cgi/reprint/7/1/69

United States General Accounting Office. Ethnographic Studies Can Inform Agencies’ Actions.
2003. http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d03455.pdf

Goodley, Dan. 1999. Disability Research and the "Researcher Template": Reflections on
Grounded Subjectivity in Ethnographic Research. Qualitative Inquiry, Mar; vol. 5: pp. 24 - 46.
http://qix.sagepub.com.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/cgi/reprint/5/1/24

Apr 1 (**gone) -- Research Methods and the Internet
Read:

Fontes, Thiago O. and Michelle O’'Mahony. 2008. In-Depth Interviewing by Instant Messaging.
Social Research Update. Issue 53: Spring http://sru.soc.surrey.ac.uk/SRU53.pdf

Grinyer, Anne. 2007. The ethics of Internet usage in health and personal narratives research.
SocialResearch Update. Issue 49 Spring . http://sru.soc.surrey.ac.uk/SRU49.html

Schonlau, Matthias, Ronald D. Fricker, and Marc N. Elliott. 2002. Conducting Research Surveys
via E-mail and the Web. Ch. 3, Literature Review of Web and E-Mail Surveys.
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monograph reports/MR1480/MR1480.ch3.pdf

Apr 8 — Intensive designs: comparative/historical

Due: 2500 word research design essay.
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10

Read:

Bonnell, V.E. 1980. The uses of theory, concepts and comparison in historical sociology.
Comparative Studies in Society and History Vol. 22 No. 2, 156-173.
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/stable/pdfplus/178403.pdf

Boswell, Terry, and Cliff Brown. 1999. The Scope of General Theory: Methods for Linking
Deductive and Inductive Comparative History. Sociological Methods & Research, Vol. 28, No. 2,
154-185. http://smr.sagepub.com.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/cgi/reprint/28/2/154

Mahoney, James. 2000. Path Dependence in Historical Sociology, Theory and Society
29: 507-548. http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/stable/pdfplus/3108585.pdf

Rueschemeyer, D., and J. D. Stephens. 1997. Comparing Historical Sequences-A Powerful Tool
for Causal Analysis. Comparative Social Research (16),JAl Press.
http://www.unc.edu/~jdsteph/documents/stephens/articles/Rueschemeyer%20&%20Stephens.

pdf

Apr 15 -- Data Collection Methods: surveys
Due: 5 survey questions
Read:

G. David Garson. 2008. Survey Research.
http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/garson/PA765/survey.htm

Cui, Wei Wei. 2003. Reducing error in mail surveys. Practical Assessment, Research &
Evaluation, 8(18). http://PAREonline.net/getvn.asp?v=8&n=18

Sherkat, Darren E. 2007. Religion and Survey Non-Response Bias: Toward Explaining the Moral
Voter Gap between Surveys and Voting. Sociology of Religion, Vol. 68 Issue 1, p83-95.
http://ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&
db=rfh&AN=ATLA0001572772&site=ehost-live

Special Issue: Nonresponse Bias in Household Surveys. Public Opinion Quarterly 2006 70(5)
http://pog.oxfordjournals.org/content/vol70/issue5/index.dtl

Apr 22 -- Data Collection Methods: interviews
Due: interview notes

Read:

Berry, Rita S. Y. 1999. Collecting data by in-depth interviewing. Paper presented at the British
Educational Research Association Annual Conference, University of Sussex at Brighton,
September 2 - 5. http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/documents/000001172.htm
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List, Dennis. 2002. Chapter 10: In-Depth Interviewing. Know Your Audience. New Zealand:
Original Books. http://www.audiencedialogue.net/kyal0.html

Plus two of the following:

Carpiano. Richard M. 2009. Come take a walk with me: The “Go-Along” interview as a novel
method for studying the implications of place for health and well-being. Health & Place Volume
15, Issue 1, March 2009, Pages 263-272.
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/10.1016/j.healthplace.2008.05.003

Britten, Nicky. 1995. Qualitative Research: Qualitative interviews in medical research.
BMJ;311:251-253 http://www.bmj.com.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/cgi/content/full/311/6999/251

Hubbell, Larry D. 2003. False Starts, Suspicious Interviewees and Nearly Impossible Tasks: Some
Reflections on the Difficulty of Conducting Field Research Abroad. The Qualitative Report
Volume 8 195-209. http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR8-2/hubbell.pdf Dick, Bob. 2000.
Communication. Resource Papers in Action Research.
http://www.scu.edu.au/schools/gcm/ar/arp/communicn.html

Carlson, Nancy M. 2003. Meta-Inquiry: An Approach to Interview Success. The Qualitative
Report Volume 8 Number 4 549-569 http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR8-4/carlson.pdf

Enosh, Guy and Eli Buchbinder. 2005. The Interactive Construction of Narrative Styles in
Sensitive Interviews: The Case of Domestic Violence Research. Qualitative Inquiry, vol. 11: pp.
588 —617. http://qix.sagepub.com.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/cgi/reprint/11/4/588

Apr 29 -- Data Collection Methods: focus groups

Due: focus group notes
Read:

Linville, Deanna, Jennifer Lambert-Shute , Christine A. Fruhauf, Fred P. Piercy. 2003. Using
Participatory Focus Groups of Graduate Students To Improve Academic Departments: A Case
Example. The Qualitative Report Volume 8 Number 2, 210-223.
http://www.nova.edu/ssss/QR/QR8-2/linville.pdf

Morgan, David. 1996. Focus Groups. Annual Review of Sociology Vol. 22: 129-152
http://arjournals.annualreviews.org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/doi/full/10.1146/annurev.soc.22.1
129

Peek, Lori. and Alice Fothergill. 2007. Using Focus Groups for Qualitative Research. Paper
presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, New York City, Aug
11, http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p183125 index.html (go to “get this document” to get a
pdf version).

May 6 -- Data Collection Methods: observation
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Due: observation notes

Read:

2003. Participant Observation. www.sociology.org http://www.sociology.org.uk/mpoprint.pdf

Kawulich, Barbara B. 2005. Participant Observation as a Data Collection Method. Forum:
Qualitative Social Research. Volume 6, No. 2, Art. 43. http://www.qualitative-
research.net/index.php/fgs/article/view/466/997

McCall, George J. 1984. Systematic Field Observation Annual Review of Sociology, Vol. 10, pp.
263-282 http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/pss/2083176

Mastrofsk,i Stephen D. et al. 1998. Systematic Observation of Public Police: Applying Field
Research Methods to Policy Issues. National Institute of Justice.
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles/172859.pdf

Finals class period — TBD

Due: 5000 word research proposal
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