Introduction to NSFH3 (2001-2002) Files and Other Documentation
 There are no record layout files for NSFH3 data (corresponding to those for NSFH1 and NSFH2; the data files are in SPSS .sav format.  Users who want ASCI data files can generate them in SPSS which will provide a record layout.
Please Note:  Users should pay close attention to the design of the wave 3 sample in planning their analyses.  Because of funding constraints, this sample does not include respondents under age 45 as of January 2000 (or their spouses) if they did not have a wave 1 focal child eligible for interview at wave 2.

Interviews were attempted with eligible main respondents, spouses, and focal children even if they were not interviewed at NSFH2.

The content and structure of interviews with the main respondent and with the spouse or partner were essentially identical.  The major differences are detailed under “proxy interviews”.

Main respondents:
1) NSFH1 main respondents who had a focal child eligible for an NSFH3 interview.  Focal child eligible for wave 3 were those who had been eligible for wave 2.  These young adults were ages 18-34 at wave 3, 10-24 at wave 2, and 5-18 at wave 1. 
2) NSFH1 main respondents who were ages 45 and older by January 1, 2001—in mid and later life.  Thus, the wave 3 sample does not include NSFH1 respondents who were under age 45 if they did not have an eligible focal child.  

NSFH1 Spouse/partners:

For both samples, if the selected main respondent had a spouse or partner at time1, that spouse or partner was also selected for a time 3 interview.  The wave 3 sample did not include new spouses or partners at either NSFH2 or NSFH3.  
Proxy Interviews

A proxy interview was attempted when a main respondent was deceased or too ill to be interviewed at time 3, unless they had an NSFH1 spouse/partner.  If there was to be an interview with a spouse/partner, this interview would cover the proxy questions about the main respondents’ death or illness as part of a more extensive series on this topic.  There were two exceptions.  Proxy interviews were sought if the NSFH1 spouse/partner was deceased or too ill to be interviewed, or if the couple was not together at time 2.  A proxy was needed in the latter case because the NSFH3 spouse interview asked about experiences since wave 2, and hence any questions on spousal death or illness would not be about the main respondent.  Proxy interviews for main respondents were not sought in the event that a surviving spouse/partner refused the wave 3 interview or could otherwise not be interviewed.  Proxy interviews were only required for main respondents; no proxy was sought for deceased or too ill spouse/partners or focal children. 

Focal Children

In the NSFH1 interview, respondents who had any biological, adopted, 

step (including partner's), or foster child under the age of 18 living in 

their household were ask a series of questions about a child, randomly 

selected from among eligible children - the eligible child whose name 

came first alphabetically.  This is the focal1 child at NSFH1.


Focal(1-6) Children at time 1 were age 0-18


For each type of focal child:  the first alphabetically was chosen 


from those eligible. 


FOCAL1 CHILD =  R1's bio, step, adopted, foster or partner's child 




  living in the household


FOCAL2 CHILD =  R1's child in the household; other parent living 




  elsewhere


FOCAL3 CHILD =  R1's step-child or partner's child; lives in the 




  household


FOCAL4 CHILD =  Child living in household who is NOT R's bio




   or step-child


FOCAL5 CHILD =  R1's bio. child living elsewhere


FOCAL6 CHILD =  R1's step-child living elsewhere


FOCAL7 CHILD =  R1's child or spouse/partner's child in household or 




  at school age 19+
This same focal child was the referent for questions in the NSFH2 

interview, and was also the child that was interviewed by telephone.

When there was no focal1 child, and there were any children under 

age 5 in the household at the time of the NSFH2 interview, a child was 

randomly selected among the eligible children for a series of questions.  

For cases with a completed parental interview at NSFH3, an attempt was made to interview focal children who were age 18 and older at (NSFH3), regardless of whether or not an interview was completed at NSFH2.  (No interviews were attempted with focal children who were minors at the time of NSFH3.)  

Roster Data in Main Respondent/Spouse Interviews

In the interview with the main respondents and spouses there were three “rosters”.

· Roster 1   Questions about each member of the respondent’s household

· Roster 2   Questions about each of the respondent’s sons and daughters (of any age) who were living elsewhere

· Roster 3   Questions about each of the respondent’s current spouse or partner’s sons or daughters  who were living elsewhere

This file contains household roster data for main respondents and spouses interviewed at NSFH3.  A series of questions was asked about each person in the respondent's household.   

Only a small subset of questions were asked regarding the respondent him/herself.

There are 31 variables for each household member other than the respondent; three variables for the respondent.  The respondent is always the first entity in the roster.  Data from each of these rosters are included in separate files, concatenated in fixed format.  For a detailed list of variables included in this file, see the roster codebook.
Roster Data in Focal Child Interview
In the focal child interview there was a roster in which questions were asked about each member of the focal child’s household.  Data from this roster is included in a separate file.  
Status file

This file (with a data file currently only available in text format) shows which interview type is available for which cases, and it shows the result code for cases that were not interviewed.  Among other uses, this file permits the analysis of response rates. 

Union Files Description

Note: Third interview respondents who were cohabiting at the time of the second interview have been deleted from the unionhist.sav and marhist.sav files.  These cases were inadvertently skipped around the sequence asking about the outcome of their union at NSFH2.  As a consequence of the sample constraints discussed above, the omitted cohabiting cases are a select subset of all respondents who were cohabiting at the second interview, and they represent only 5.6 percent of the respondents at the third wave who have ever been in a union.  
The files for main respondents combine the information on cohabitation and marriage histories that was reported at each of the three interviews.  The first interview asked about the respondent’s experience up until the date of interview; the second interview asked about experience between interviews 1 and 2; and the third interview asked about the time since wave 2.  (The only exception is that respondents at wave 3 who were not interviewed at wave 2 were asked about their histories since the first interview.) These histories have been organized into two files for the main respondent: a union file including both cohabitations and marriages, and a marriage history file.  The integration of reports across interviews is very complex and frequently required inferences on the basis of related information.  

In addition, a file in parallel format has been created for the focal child.  Note, however, that the focal child files are based solely on the third interview since a complete history was asked at that wave.  Hence, differences between dates in the data from the wave 2 focal child interviews and those in these focal union and marriage history files reflect differences in the focal child reports at these two times.  
In the union history file, all unions are ordered sequentially, whether begun by marriage or cohabitation, and whether or not a marriage occurred.  For each union, variables describe how a union began (howbeg01) or ended (howend01), whether or not a cohabitation resulted in marriage (cohmar, mardat), and the dates associated with each transition (begdat, enddat).  

The marriage history file includes only marriages.  As in the file above, if a respondent married a cohabiting partner, the beginning date of the union is the date they started living together. The variables for each marriage in this file are the same as those in the union history file with one exception: there is an additional variable that identifies the parity of the respondent’s union at the time of each marriage.  For example, if two cohabitations ended without marriage, and the third union was a marriage, this variable codes the marriage as the third union. 

Each codebook (*.cbk) begins with the minimum and maximum values, mean, and standard deviation of each variable.  There are frequency distributions for all categorical variables.  After initial summary variables, such as the number of unions and the number of marriages, there are identical variables for each union (or marriage in marhist.cbk), and the order of a union or marriage is denoted by a numerical suffix.  For example, the beginning date of the first union is begdat01, and that of the third union is begdat03.  Some information is repeated for convenience.  The date a union began appears in begdat and in mardat if the union began as a marriage or cohdat if it began as a cohabitation. The date of widowhood or divorce appear both separately (widdat and divdat) and in enddat.  If there was a separation but no divorce, the date of separation appears in enddat as well as in sepdat.  Please note: In a number of cases begdat for one union is before enddat of the prior union and these are almost all cohabitations begun during separation from marriage.

The numunion and nummar variables are counts of the number of unions or marriages reported.  Numcohmr is the number of marriages reported as following cohabitation with a spouse. 

For example, variables for the first union in unionhist.sav file:

Variable name

Variable label

Description
Howbeg01

Howbeg01

Begun as a cohabitation or marriage.


Begdat01

Cm beg union1
Century month began

Begflg01

Begflg01

Whether month allocated

Cohmar01 

Cohmar01

Whether married cohabiting partner

Cohdat01

Cohdat01

Century month began cohabitation

Cohflg01

Cohflg01

Whether month allocated 
Mardat01

Cm mar1

Century month married

Marflg01

Marflg01

Whether month allocated

Howend01                  Howend01
Separation, divorce, widowhood, or intact.

Enddat01

Cm wid,div,sep1
Century month ended 

Endflg01

Endflg01

Whether month allocated

Sepdat01

Cm sep1

Century month of separation

Sepflg01

Sepflg01

Whether month allocated

Divdat01

Cm div1

Century month of divorce

Divflg01

Divflg01

Whether month allocated

Widdat01

Widdat01

Century month of widowhood

Widflg01

Widflg01

Whether month allocated

Person Number Variables:

Persons (sons and daughters, etc.) are referenced in the interview by their “person number” based on their enumeration in the household rosters of the three interviews.  Persons mentioned for the first time in nsfh3 were given person numbers in the range 61 and higher.  Those mentioned for the first time in nsfh2 were assigned in the range 41 to 55; and those mentioned in nsfh1 are in the range 2-15 if they were coresident with the respondent and 21-34 if they lived apart from the respondent.

After the data collection process was completed, we conducted a detailed review of all person numbers – cross checking name, age, relationship and gender – with previous rounds of data and between spouses.  As a result a fairly large number of person numbers  were corrected.  Many of these corrections involved the discovery that someone who was thought to be a “new” person was in fact mentioned in a previous interview – this may have occurred for a number of reasons including interviewer error and because the person was identified with a different name in nsfh3 (e.g., “Junior” became “Henry.”
In the present version of the data file, the corrected person numbers are stored in a different location from the initial person numbers.  The new (corrected) person numbers are assigned a name with an additional “r” prefix.  For example, re20 is “who needed help with dressing” in the care and assistance sequence.  The variable that has the corrected data for this item is “rre20”.  This should be used in analysis.  The “rr” variables are at the end of the file, and not in the logical sequence of the interview.   
Recoded Variables:

There are three sets of “recoded” variables at the end of the data file.  These are:

· Conversion of dates to century months

· Combined problem inventory measures for respondents with one, and those with more than one, eligible child

· Combined range earnings incomes reported by respondents with the dollar amount responses.  Note: we have not summed income across respondents or across various sources as measured in questions beginning with RQ8A, such as child support or interest.
Century months 

All dates in the file are converted to century months – months from January 1900 (please also see the wave three appendix).  For dates after 2000, these are still months since January 1900.  
Generally each date in the file has a variable with a "y” suffix, a variable with an “m” suffix and a variable with an “f” suffix, where the “y” variable is the year; the “m” is the month; and the “f” variable is the portion of the year when the respondent was unable to specify the month.


For example:


rf62y = year parent started living with respondent



rf62m = month of year that parent started living with R



rf62f  = if dk or refuse month, part of year that parent started living with R

The computed century month variable is designated, using the original variable name, substituting the suffix “c”.  An intermediate variable with the suffix “t” is included on the data file.  It is of no use to analysts unless they want to specify their own values for the missing months that we have allocated to the midpoint. 
In our example:



rf62c combines this information to compute century month



rf62t is the computed month of the year that is used in the calculation

We have given a missing value code to cases where the respondent could not specify the year.  Where they specified both month and year we computed the century month using that information. When they were able to give a season or portion of the year we converted the response to the midpoint of the season, etc.  When they were able to give only the year, we used the 6th month – June – as the midpoint.

Following is the spss code to create one of these century month variables.

do if (rf62y gt 0).

compute rf62t = rf62m.

if (rf62f lt 13) rf62t = rf62f.

if (rf62f eq 21) rf62t = 1.

if (rf62f eq 22) rf62t = 4.

if (rf62f eq 23) rf62t = 7.

if (rf62f eq 24) rf62t = 10.

if (rf62f eq 31) rf62t = 3.

if (rf62f eq 32) rf62t = 9.

if (rf62f lt 0) rf62t = 6.

compute rf62c = 12* (rf62y-1900) +rf62t.

end if.

if (rf62y lt 0) rf62c = rf62y.

comment this last statement creates the missing value codes: -1 = don’t know                

            -2 = refused.
Problem Inventories   

Note: the person numbers referenced in this series are the corrected person numbers.  There are not “rr” variables defined in this sequence.

There are two sequences of problem inventory questions in which we ask about “problems” that children and step-children of specified ages have had.  In each of these sequences there was a path for persons with only one child in the age range and a path for persons with two or more such children. Specifically:

The series for children and step children age 5-17:

Questions rk2 through rk42p02 are asked if there is more than one eligible child


Questions rk2b through rk42p01b are asked if there is only one eligible child

The series for sons and daughters and step sons and daughters age 18-33:


Questions rk44 through rk71p03 are asked if there is more than one eligible child


Questions rk87 through rk100 are asked if there is only one eligible child

The new “combined” variable is given the name of the first mentioned child in the multiple variable situation, with the addition of a suffix “c”.

For example:

Combined 
One Elig
>1 Elig

Variable
Child

Child

rk49c

“1”

rk49



rk50p01c
d3a

rk50p01

rk51p01c
rk90

rk51p01

d3a is the person number of the first eligible child.  In the case of respondents with only one eligible child, it is the person number of that child.

An example of the spss code to create this is shown below:

COMPUTE RK49C=RK49.

COMPUTE RK50P01C=RK50P01.

COMPUTE RK51P01C=RK51P01.

do if (RK89 =1).

compute RK49C = 1.

compute RK50P01C = d3a.

compute RK51P01C = RK90.

end if.

  As we did in connection with NSFH2, we undertook a review of all person numbers to be sure that they were correctly entered.  Specifically, if an interviewer was unable to recognize a child that was mentioned by the respondent in the nsfh3 interview as a child who had been mentioned in the previous interview, a new person number was assigned.  In many cases, we have been able by examination of the name, age, gender, and relationship to determine the identity of these “new” children.
Income Measures  
Respondents who did not know the dollar amount of income and those who refused to report specific income amounts were asked a series of questions that allowed classifying their income into particular ranges. We have computed a dollar income that includes the range values by assigning a midpoint value.  We will provide the code that created these values to analysts who wish to compute income using alternative range values.  

An example of this code follows:

compute rq7p02t= rq7p02.

if (rq7p02 lt 0 and rq7p02d = 1) rq7p02t=10000.

if (rq7p02 lt 0 and rq7p02e = 1) rq7p02t=5000.

if (rq7p02 lt 0 and rq7p02f = 1) rq7p02t=2500.

if (rq7p02 lt 0 and rq7p02g = 1) rq7p02t=500.

if (rq7p02 lt 0 and rq7p02h = 1) rq7p02t=35000.

if (rq7p02 lt 0 and rq7p02i = 1) rq7p02t=45000.

if (rq7p02 lt 0 and rq7p02j = 1) rq7p02t=62500.

if (rq7p02 lt 0 and rq7p02k = 1) rq7p02t=100000.

