Note:  Users should pay close attention to the design of the wave 3 sample in planning their analyses.  Because of funding constraints, this sample does not include respondents under age 45 as of January 2000 (or their spouses) if they did not have a wave 1 focal child eligible for interview at wave 2.

 Note: Third interview respondents who were cohabiting at the time of the second interview have been deleted from the unionhist.sav and marhist.sav files.  These cases were inadvertently skipped around the sequence asking about the outcome of their union at NSFH2.  As a consequence of the design constraints indicated in the note above, these omitted cases are a select subset of all cohabiting respondents at the second interview, and they represent only 5.6 percent of the respondents at the third wave who have ever been in a union.  We are attempting to reconstruct the histories since wave 2 for most these deleted cases and, if we are successful, will issue a subsequent file with these Wave 2 cohabiting cases restored. 
Union Files Description

  Note: The focal child files are based solely on the third interview since a complete history was asked at that wave.  Hence, differences between dates in the data from the wave 2 focal child interviews and those in these focal union and marriage history files reflect differences in the focal child reports at these two times.  The integration of reports across interviews is very complex and frequently required inferences on the basis of related information.  We will continue to try to resolve apparent conflicts as time permits. Please let NSFHHELP know if you find what appear to be systematic errors. 
In the union history file, all unions are ordered sequentially, whether begun by marriage or cohabitation, and whether or not a marriage occurred.  For each union, variables describe how a union began (howbeg01) or ended (howend01), whether or not a cohabitation resulted in marriage (cohmar), and the dates associated with each transition (begdat).  

The marriage history file includes only marriages.  As in the file above, if a respondent married a cohabiting partner, the beginning date of the union is the date they started living together. The variables for each marriage in this file are the same as those in the union history file with one exception: there is an additional variable that identifies the parity of the respondent’s union at the time of each marriage.  For example, if two cohabitations ended without marriage, and the third union was a marriage, this variable codes the marriage as the third union. 
Each codebook (*.cbk) begins with the minimum and maximum values, mean, and standard deviation of each variable.  There are frequency distributions for all categorical variables.  After initial summary variables, such as the number of unions and the number of marriages, there are identical variables for each union (or marriage in marhist.cbk), and the order of a union or marriage is denoted by a numerical suffix.  For example, the beginning date of the first union is begdat01, and that of the third union is begdat03.  Some information is repeated for convenience.  The date a union began appears in begdat and in mardat if the union began as a marriage or cohdat if it began as a cohabitation. The date of widowhood or divorce appear both separately (widdat and divdat) and in enddat.  If there was a separation but no divorce, the date of separation appears in enddat as well as in sepdat.  Please note: In a number of cases begdat for one union is before enddat of the prior union and these are almost all cohabitations begun during separation from marriage.

The numunion and nummar variables are counts of the number of unions or marriages reported.  Numcohmr is the number of marriages reported as following cohabitation with a spouse. 
For example, variables for the first union in unionhist.sav file:

Variable name

Variable label

Description
Howbeg01

Howbeg01

Begun as a cohabitation or marriage.

Begdat01

Cm beg union1
Century month began
Begflg01

Begflg01

Whether month allocated
Cohmar01 

Cohmar01

Whether married cohabiting partner

Cohdat01

Cohdat01

Century month began cohabitation

Cohflg01

Cohflg01

Whether month allocated 
Mardat01

Cm mar1

Century month married

Marflg01

Marflg01

Whether month allocated

Howend01                  Howend01
Separation, divorce, widowhood, or intact.

Enddat01

Cm wid,div,sep1
Century month ended 
Endflg01

Endflg01

Whether month allocated
Sepdat01

Cm sep1

Century month of separation

Sepflg01

Sepflg01

Whether month allocated
Divdat01

Cm div1

Century month of divorce

Divflg01

Divflg01

Whether month allocated
Widdat01

Widdat01

Century month of widowhood

Widflg01

Widflg01

Whether month allocated
