The cohabitation and marriage histories reported in wave 3 have been organized into two files.  These files exist for both the Main Respondent and the Focal respondent.  Hence there are 4 files in all.  

In the union history file, all unions are ordered sequentially, whether begun by marriage or cohabitation, and whether or not a marriage occurred.  For each union, variables describe how it began and ended, whether a marriage occurred if it began by cohabitation, and dates of associated transitions.  

The marriage history file includes only marriages.  As in the file above, the beginning date of a union begun by cohabitation is the date cohabitation started. The variables for each marriage in this file are the same as those in the union history file with one exception: an additional variable identifies the parity of the respondent’s unions that each marriage represents.  For example, if two cohabitations ended without marriage, and the third union was a marriage (whether or not begun by cohabitation), this variable codes the marriage as the third union.  

The files for main respondents and focal respondents are identical except that the main respondent file includes an additional variable for each transition date recorded.  For example, if the date when the first union began was reported in the first interview and that for the end of this union was reported at the third interview, begwav01 would equal 1 and endwav01 would equal 3.  Complete histories were collected for Focal respondents at the third wave and the files for these respondents are based completely on this wave.

There are flags defining imputation, missing data is represented by dates of 9996 or 9999.  In addition, there are flags specifying several kinds of inconsistencies in the data.  As time permits, we will attempt to resolve more of these in the future.

Forthcoming as well are variables summarizing the outcome as of the third interview of unions extant at the first and second interviews.  In addition, we will add files in the same format as these for main respondents that did not complete the third interview. 

Main Respondents 

Data:  unionhist.sav 

Documentation: unionhistcbk.txt.

Focal Respondents 

Data: fcunionhist.sav 

Documentation: fcunionhistcbk.txt.

