                    CHANGES.LOG

NOTE:  SOME FILE NAMES ARE LISTED HERE IN UPPER CASE LETTERS.

THE SYSTEM WHICH CONTAINS THE PUBLIC FTP SERVER IS CASE-SENSITIVE.

FILE NAMES IN FTP DIRECTORY ARE IN LOWER CASE.

2/13/03

The County Characteristics on the Wave 1 file were erroneous for

many cases. These variables have been removed from locations

7704-7776 of d1all.004 .

1/11/02

Readme - The "works in progress" section has been eliminated. The

elements of this file have been deleted, moved to other sections

of the readme file or added to codebooks files.

Other minor content and grammatical changes have been made to the

readme file.

Brief comments outlining minor peculiarities of the data have been

added to the beginning of the following codebook files:

     cppar1.003

     cr4.003

     cr6.003

These comments were previously in the "works in progress/issues"

section of the readme file.

2/4/99

The following announcement concerning changes to the NSFH data

files was sent to users:

The latest versions of the following NSFH2 data files are now

available for downloading from the NSFH web site

(www.ssc.wisc.edu/nsfh/home.htm):

  drmain.006    NSFH2 primary respondent data file

N = 10005

  dcmain.007    NSFH2 current spouse/partner data file

N = 5624

  dxmain.007    NSFH1 ex-spouse/partner data file

N = 789

The new data files are different from the previous data files in

the following areas:

   MM1 and MM87 have been corrected;

   Corresponding values of MSSFAG, MSSFSX, MS11AG and MS11SX have

   been corrected when necessary.

   SM1 and SM87 have been corrected;

   Corresponding values of SSSFAG, SSSFSX, SS11AG and SS11SX have

   been corrected when necessary.

   XM1 and XM87 have been corrected;

   Corresponding values of XSSFAG, XSSFSX, XS11AG and XS11SX have

   been corrected when necessary.

The following errors in the primary respondent data file have been

corrected.

    ID    Person number    Sex    Relationship

  01905R       02          F->M

  07307R       43                    1->23

  26801R       01          F->M

  26801S       02          M->F

  43694R       02          F->M

  45384R       41                    2->23

  45709R       41                    2->23

  50537R       02          M->F

  50537S       01          F->M

  57748R       02          M->F

  62521R       42                    1->23

  65251R       02          F->M

The codebook files, cr1.002, cr7.002, cr10.002, cs1.002, cs7.002

and cs10.002, have been updated to reflect these changes.  In

addition, the previous version of cr1.002 and cs1.002 omitted

the documentation for the variables MA7 and MA8.

10/15/98

The following announcement concerning changes to the NSFH

data files was sent to users:

The latest versions of the following NSFH2 data files are now

available for downloading from the NSFH web site

(www.ssc.wisc.edu/nsfh/home.htm):

  drmain.005    NSFH2 primary respondent data file

N = 10005

  dcmain.006    NSFH2 current spouse/partner data file

N = 5624

  dxmain.006    NSFH1 ex-spouse/partner data file

N = 789

  drse.002      NSFH2 primary respondent SE data file

  dcse.004      NSFH2 current spouse/partner SE data file

  dxse.004      NSFH2 ex-spouse/partner SE data file

  drconst.004   NSFH2 primary respondent constructed

          variables data file

  dcconst.004   NSFH2 current spouse/partner constructed

          variables data file

  dxconst.004   NSFH2 ex-spouse/partner constructed

          variables data file

  drstatus.003  NSFH2 status file

N=13007

The corresponding codebooks for each of these data files have been

updated also.  Please consult NSFHFILE.LIS for the names of the revised

codebook files.

The new data files are different from the previous data files in

the following areas:

   One primary respondent has been deleted from both NSFH1 and

   NSFH2 because the respondent was 16 years old at the time of

   NSFH1;

   Two primary respondents and their spouses were deleted from

   NSFH2 because the wrong households were interviewed due to

   tracing errors;

   Rosters have been checked extensively and revised to ensure

   that persons are in the correct rosters;

   In some cases new person numbers (> 41) have been assigned to

   prevent duplication;

   All alphabetic codes have been assigned numbers and meaningful

   values;

   Primary respondent and spouse/partner genders have been

   corrected -- there are no same sex spouse/partners in the

   current data file;

   An error in many of the count variables (MG2NUM, MG4NUM,

   MK3NUM, MK4NUM, MP98NUM, etc.), in which the "no other" category

   was counted as a valid entry, has been corrected;

   MR33, MR34 and MR35 (date of interview) have been corrected for

   a few respondents whose date of interview had been inadvertently

   altered in the earlier versions of the data files;

   MN1 has been corrected;

   MSF1PN has been corrected;

   A problem with the sequence MO12T1M-MO12T4M, which in some

   cases should have terminated with the value "9990", has been

   corrected;

   All intervening "inap/no answer" entries in sequences have been

   removed;

   Finally, when both the primary respondent and the time 1 spouse

     were interviewed and there was disagreement between the two

     as to whether or not the couple were still living together or

     separated/divorced, the value of the status variable ST1U was

     determined by the status given at the time of the most recent

     time 2 interview.  This change resulted in the movement of

     approximately 20 ex-spouses to the current spouse file and

     approximately 20 spouses from the current spouse file to the

     ex-spouse file.

We intend to look at the inconsistencies between the two status of

the time 1 union variables (ST1U from the status file and MUT1UTRA

from the constructed variables file).  These may never be completely

consistent as ST1U depends upon the respondent and the spouse/partner

marital status variable values, rosters and dates of interviews while

MUT1UTRA is based upon dates in the respondent data.

The following errors in the primary respondent data file were

recently discovered and will be corrected as time allows:

    ID    Person number    Sex    Relationship

  01905R       02          F->M

  07307R       43                    1->23

  26801R       01          F->M

  26801S       02          M->F

  43694R       02          F->M

  45384R       41                    2->23

  45709R       41                    2->23

  50537R       02          M->F

  50537S       01          F->M

  57748R       02          M->F

  62521R       42                    1->23

  65251R       02          F->M

A relationship code of "23" will have the same meaning as at time

1, i.e., same-sex lover/partner.

2/26/98

(1) DRSTATUS.002 was rewritten so that the leading blanks

in the ID field (1-5) are now zeroes (0). The resulting file

is called DRSTATUS.003

11/3/97

(1) The length of the DRCONST.003, DCCONST.003 and DXCONST.003

records listed in NSFHFILE.LIS was corrected.  It is 1998, not

1997.

(2) The parent layout file has been corrected and updated.

The new file is called LPPARENT.005.

7/29/97

(1) NSFH0123.DAT has been updated.  The record with ID =

10828 was removed from the data file.

7/25/97

(1) The parent layout file has been updated.  The last

variable was removed from the layout as well as variables that

had been deleted from the data prior to the original release.

6/25/97

(1) An error in the height variable (FO354) for the older focal

children which excluded the inches from each child's height

has been fixed.

6/2/97

(1) The SESCALE.SRC has been updated.

3/20/97

(1) A metropolitan status variable has been constructed for

the wave 2 place of residence.  It will soon be added to the

end of the constructed variables file, but is temporarily

in a separate file.  The data file is MUMET93.DAT and the

codebook file is MUMET93.DOC.

3/17/97 (1) An error was found in the wave 1 constructed

variables codebook:

page R-6, variable SPWEIGHT (columns 7351-7355).  The data

are correct, but the frequencies listed in the codebook are

not.

One category was missing (< .25) and all frequencies must

be shifted up one line.  Please refer to the electronic

version of the file (c1const.004) for the corrected

frequencies.

1/24/97 (1) An electronic version of the wave 1 medical condition

codes (Appendix E) is available.

12/27/96(1) Codebook files for the primary respondent and

spouse/partner have been combined so there are fewer files.

Please refer to the NSFHFILE.LIS for the new file names.

12/15/95(1) The NSFH has a home page on the web:

         http://ssc.wisc.edu/nsfh/home.htm

11/21/96(1) A region variable has been added to the end of the

constructed variables files.  The states which make up each

region are listed in wave 2 Appendix E.

11/14/96(1) Young focal child data and codebooks have been

updated.  Caseid 44979Y was deleted; this child is not a

NSFH1 Focal1 child and therefore, not eligible to be interviewed

at wave 2.

9/27/96 (1) A few minor corrections have been made on the child

interview schedules.

9/10/96 (1) The status data file and codebook have been re-run.

The new files are DRSTATUS.002 and CRSTATUS.003.

8/28/96 (1) New versions of the constructed income files and

codebook are available.  In addition to the weight variables

which have been available for a number of months, weight

variables with decimals (i.e., same format as wave 1 weights)

were added to the end of the DRCONST.003, DCCONST.003 and

DXCONST.003 files. A region (of the country) variable for the

R's wave 2 place of residence has also been added.

8/19/96 (1) Files compressed with ZIP will continue to be

available.

Those compressed with gnuZIP will no longer be available.

8/15/96 (1) The main data files and codebooks have been updated.

They no longer contain the problems noted on 2/29.  New files

are:

         DRMAIN.004, DCMAIN.005 and DXMAIN.5.

     (2) Some minor corrections were made in the main interview

         schedules.

         They are now version *.003.

     (3) The Self-Enumerated interview schedule files were

         combined into a single file named IMSE.001.

     (4) The Self-Enumerated codebooks were combined into two

         files:

         Primary Rs:  CRSE1-5.001 and CRSE6-18.001

         Spouse/Partners:  CSSE1-5.001 and CSSE6-18.001

     (5) New versions of the constructed variables data will be

         available within a week.

     (6) The focal child data files and codebooks have been

         updated.

         A variable listing the person number of the child

         interviewed has been added (cols 14-15).

7/1/96  (1) The parent interview schedule has been updated.

        Changes were asthetic only.  Content remains the same.

6/24/96 (1) The constructed variables codebook has been updated

         (frequencies have NOT been added).  Variable names have

         been changed using the following rules:

         1. An "MU" prefix was added to all variables:  M for

         main (primary) respondent and U corresponds to the

         module letter.

         2. Variables that were 6 characters in length simply

         have the prefix added to the name.  Those that were

         longer than 6 characters were shortened so the variable

         name with the added prefix did not exceed 8 characters.

        (2) Layout files have been created for the constructed

         variables. They are named LRCONST.001, LCCONST.001 AND

         LXCONST.001. A layout file for the Best Measures variables

         is named LMCONSTB.001.

        (3) Some of the labels for the constructed completed

         education variable were incorrect.  They have been fixed

         in the new version of the codebook.

4/18/96 (1) The extra columns on the end of the parent data file

         have been removed.  Columns 2334-2339 are for internal use

         only. 2333 is the last column containing documented data.

4/16/96 (1) There were two errors in column numbers at the end of

         the parent layout file (PQ44C and PQ45C).  These have been

         corrected.

4/15/96 (1) The constructed variables data files have been

         updated.  The family incomes were = 0 for respondents

         with no other related persons in the household.  These

         variables have now been recoded to 9s (inapplicable) and

         the flags fixed.  The new data files are version *.002.

4/10/96 (1) Constructed variables are now available for primary

         respondents, current sp/p and ex-sp/p! Included variables:

         Income, eligible children, union history, completed

         education, weight (was previously a separate file),

         language of interview, interview length, interview mode.

         A separate file contains best measures of income variables

         (comparison of R1 and spouse/partner).

         Refer to the NSFHFILE.LIS for file names.

3/1/96  (1) There was a column location error in a NSFH1 codebook.

         C1SE6-13.* variable E714F:  column location 4708 has been

         changed to 4908.

2/29/96 (1) There is a problem with the new main data files

         (DRMAIN.003, DCMAIN.004, and DXMAIN.004) that may affect

         some users. A necessary cleaning procedure was inadvertantly

         skipped on the most recent version of the data.  Only cases

         which contain a change since the last version that also

         changes at least one subsequent item in the interview are

         affected. Example:  some respondents who received

         self-employment income answered "yes" to the question which

         asks about wages/salary income (MQ1).  They listed

         self-employment income in MQ2. They also responded "yes" to

         the question which asked if they receive self-employment

         income (MQ3) and listed the same income again in

         MQ4.  We changed MQ1 to "no."  The cleaning procedure

         that was skipped would normally wipe out the amount in the

         next item (MQ2) because the question is no longer applicable

         and the data file would contain "9"s.  This is not the case.

         At this time the case has MQ1=2(no), but the value still

         exists in MQ2.  We don't know how many cases are affected,

         but it occurs mostly in the income section.

         We are will get a cleaner version without this problem as

         soon as possible.

2/27/96 (1) The focal child data files and codebooks have been

         updated.

2/22/96 (1) The main data files and codebooks have been updated.

         The new data files are named DRMAIN.003, DCMAIN.004 AND

         DXMAIN.004.

         The names of the new codebooks for the primary respondent

         and spouse/partners are in the NSFHFILE.LIS.

     (2) The NSFH.BIB and NSFHWP.LIS have also been updated.

     (3) The constructed variables will be available soon.

2/15/96 (1) The layout file for the child interview has been split

         into 2 files:

         one for the younger child interview (LKYOUNG.001) and one

         for the older child interview (LKOLDER.001).

     (2) The parent layout file now has a separate variable listed

         for the 6th column alpa character of the id (LPPARENT.002).

2/14/96 (1) The electronic versions of the wave 1 codebook files

         did not have

         the 1990 corrections incorporated into them.  The line

         lengths of

         the files were also too long, causing lines to wrap

         around and making the codebooks difficult to read.

         These have been fixed and the codebooks are now version

         .002.

2/12/96 (1) The layout files for the SE data (e.g., LRSE.002) did

         not have string specifications for the non-numeric 6th

         column.

         They now have been added and the new layout files are

         version *.003.

     (2) Time 2 religion codes 1-11 have been recoded to match

         time 1 codes.  Appendix B has already been updated.

         The new values will appear in the next version of the

         data, which will be released within two weeks.

1/25/96 (1) The files which summarize the content of the wave 2

         interview have been condensed into one file.  The

         following files were combined into one:  NS2MAIN.ASC +

         NS2PAR.ASC + NS2FC.ASC = NS2SUM.ASC.

1/11/96 (1) There has been a delay in processing the data.  A

         cleaner version will not be available for approximately

         another month.

        (2) There were errors in the variable names on the focal

         child interview skipmap.  They are being corrected and

         a new skipmap will be available.

        (3) CKPT:FO16 has been deleted from the older focal child

         interview (CKOLD1.*).  All respondents were asked the

         questions which followed this check point.

12/27/95(1) We are in the process of re-running a cleaner version

         of the data.  It will be available in mid-January.  The

         constructed income variables as well as a number of other

         constructed variables will also be released in mid-

         January.

     (2) There was an error in the child layout file.  The column

         location for variable FY16 was incorrect.  It has been

         fixed and the new file is named lkchild.002.

12/4/95 (1) The NSFH.BIB has been updated due to all the papers

         listed in the returned user surveys.  THANKS!

11/27/95(1) A preliminary response rate report is available.  The

         name of the file is RESPONSE.REP

11/17/95(1) There is now an SE instrument which has all of the SEs

         combined into one file.  The file is called IMSE1-18.001.

11/6/95 (1) Two caseids were moved from the current spouse data

         files to the ex-spouse data files:  48497S and 65399S.

         The following files have been updated:  DCMAIN, DXMAIN,

         DCSE AND DXSE.  This resulted in problems with duplicate

         keys for these two ids when merging files because the 5

         column numeric ids are the same for the ex and current

         spouse records. This should no longer be a problem.

10/31/95(1) The codebook for the wave 1 constructed variables is

         now available on-line.  The name of the file is

         C1CONST.001. Some wave 2 constructed variables such as

         income, completed education, and union history will be

         available soon.

     (2) The layout files for the SEs are now in the same order as

         the other layout files.  Variable names are listed first

         and column locations second.  The new file names are:

         LRSE.002, LCSE.002 and LXSE.002.

10/25/95(1) The compressed files which were on the ftp server were

         compressed with a program called GNU zip.  Now they are

         also available compressed with ZIP.

10/16/95(1) In addition to the three wave 2 main data files and

         one wave 1 data file that were already available in

         compressed format, all data files over 1 MB are available

         in zipped format.  Please refer to NSFHFILE.LIS for details.

9/29/95 (1) An NSFH2 Data Use survey was emailed to all users

         today. We want to know about your experience working

         with the wave 2 data.  If you did not receive one please

         send your name, email address, mailing address and

         phone to NSFHHELP@SSC.WISC.EDU

9/28/95 (1) The spouse/partner SE data files have been updated.

         They are now DCSE.002 and DXSE.002.  Four bad cases were

         deleted from DCSE.001:  01700N, 18641N, 19854N, and

         45709N; caseid 59345N was changed to caseid 59345S,

         and caseid 44336S was moved from DCSE.* to DXSE.*.

8/29/95 (1) There is now documentation on the origins of some of

         the items from the Self-Enumerated portion of the

         interview for both waves 1 and 2.  This is in a file

         called SESCALE.SRC

7/28/95 (1) *** WE HAVE BEEN EXPERIENCING SOME NETWORK PROBLEMS

         WHICH SOMETIMES MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO ACCESS OUR FTP

         SERVER. IF YOU HAVE DIFFICULTY, PLEASE WAIT A FEW HOURS

         AND TRY AGAIN.

     (2) A note was added to the beginning of the fertility

         codebooks. The new file names are CRFERT.003 and

         CSFERT.003

7/7/95  (1) There was an error in CRPARENT.* and CSPARENT.* in

         CKPT:MF19 e.  This item should GO TO CKPT:MF23 <P23>.

         The codebooks have been corrected and are now version

         *.003. This error also appears in the skipmap.

7/3/95  (1) Self-Enumerated codebook files have been updated for

         primary

         respondents and now have an extension of *.004

         (CRSE*.004).

     (2) Self-Enumerated codebook files are available for

         spouse/partners.

         They are named CSSE*.001

6/28/95 (1) NSFHWP.LIS has been updated.  It is the list of NSFH

         working

         papers available from the University of Wisconsin.

         NSFH.BIB has also been updated.  It the list of published

         papers in which the NSFH data was used.

6/27/95 (1) The was an error in the LXMAIN.002 layout file.  It

         has been

         fixed and renamed with an *.003 extension.

6/20/95 (1) Layout files for the main data files have been updated

         to correspond with the new data files.

         LRMAIN.002, LCMAIN.002 AND LXMAIN.002

6/16/95 (1) Summary files which list the content of the main

         interview, focal child interviews and parent interview are

         available. Filenames are:  main = NS2MAIN.ASC, focal

         child = NS2FC.ASC and parent = NS2PAR.ASC

6/2/95  (1) There are new data files for the main interviews

         (primary R, Current spouse/partners and ex-spouse/partners).

         There are also new codebook files for both the primary Rs

         and spouse/partners.  New layout files are not available yet.

         They will be within 2 weeks.

     (2) Errors that have been fixed in the new data:

         A. Dates of births since wave 1 were missing; they are

            now there

         B. Interview dates were wrong for approximately 550

            cases; these have been corrected

         C. Out of range allowance values for focal children have

            been fixed.

         D. There were a number of cases with self employment

            incomes=$5. This was an error.  These income amounts

            have been recoded to $0

     (3) An ascii version of the show cards used in the main

         interview is available as an appendix.  It is named

         cmapp_m.001. These are cards listing response options

         that were shown to respondents for certain questions.

5/9/95  (1) Updated versions of NSFH2 appendices A-D, F, I, K and

         L are available.

3/31/95 (1) Three family history (marriage/cohab history) modules

         have been combined into one file called CRFAMHIS.001 and

         two work history modules have been combined to form

         CRWKHIS.001

     (2) NSFH1 Introduction section is available.  File name is

         C1INTRO.001

3/30/95 (1) Contents of Older Focal Child codebook files have been

         rearranged slightly.  This codebook is divided into 3

         parts. The breaks between the files were not in convenient

         places. They now are.  There has been no change in the

         content of the codebooks - a few variables were simply

         pulled off one file and placed on another.

     (2) There are layout files (lists of variable names and

         column locations) for the Self-Enumerated spouse and

         partner files.

3/29/95 (1) Names of Main Interview and Self-Enumerated (SE)

         codebook files have been changed and now begin with

         the letters CR*.  The frequencies in these files only

         pertain to primary respondents.  The contents of these

         files have not changed.  Updated codebooks will be

         available soon. Spouse/partner codebooks will also be

         available soon. The locations of the variables are the

         same as for primary respondents, so the CR* codebooks

         can be used as a reference to locate variables and their

         column locations.

     (2) There is an annotated SPSS command file which can be used

         to merge data from different NSFH data files.  It is

         named MERGE.COM

     (3) There now is a file containing status codes of the

         interviews for each case.  The codebook file is named

         CRSTATUS.001 and data file is DRSTATUS.001

     (4) Filenames have been changed for layout (lists of variable

         names and column locations) files.  They now begin with L

         and fit the rest of the existing naming conventions for

         most other files.

     (5) Layout files for current spouse and ex-spouse main data

         have been created.

3/27/95 (1) Wave 1 appendices A, B, C, D, E, G, H, I, J, K and M

         are available.  They are named C1APP_*.001

     (2) Wave 1 indexes are available.  They are named

         C1INDEX*.001

     (3) Main interview schedules have been updated.  There were

         some errors in the skips in the beginning of the

         interview. Some variables which only applied to the

         spouse/partner (never to the primary respondent) had the

         first letter S, rather than M.

         Now all variables in the main interview schedule begin

         with M.

         These files are named IMINT*.002

     (4) Proxy codebook has been changed:  all variable names have

         been changed to ZZ* and it now contains frequencies.

         File name is CZPROXY.002

         There is also a layout file for the proxy interview.

         File name is layout.pxy

     (5) A weight file for primary respondents is available.

         The documentation for it is very short and listed in the

         NSFHFILE.LIS.  The name of the weight data is

         DRWEIGHT.001

3/22/95 (1) Variable names have changed in the codebook files for

         the self-enumerated portion of the interview (primary

         respondent). All variable names had begun with QR*.

         They now begin with MT*

         Files are named CMSE*.003

2/23/95 (1) Codebook files for the self-enumerated portion of the

         interview

         now have frequencies (files named CMSE*.002).

     (2) Two changes were made in NSFHFILE.LIS:

         - The filename of the proxy data was listed incorrectly.

           PROXY.DAT changed to DZPROXY.001.

         - The filename for one of the main modules was wrong.

           CMSTART3.001 changed to CMSTART.001.


